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REVEREND PETER McCORMACK^ 
REVEREiNlD ALVA TOMPKINS 1 
% SOBELL CLERGY APPEi^ 
The Green Room^^H 
Hotel Shorehamfl|p 
Washington, 


FOR RELEASE AFTER 2 ^^ ^^AY.N0V> 21,,.^ 

Editors; Please check your state for local 
signers in enclosed listing. 


1200 CLERGYMEN FROM THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
IN INDEPENDENT APPEAL FOR MORTON SOBELL* S FREE 

V/ASHIMGTON, D.C., Nov.21--An appeal to President 
Eisenhower to free imprisoned scientist Morton Sobell before 
leaving office was announced today by spokesmen for 1200 
clergymen of different faiths who have joined in the request. 

'Ihe appeal to the President, signed by many of 
America's most eminent ministers and rabbis, stated: 

"Whenever human beings are involved in matters of 
judgment and justice, there does exist the possibility of 
human error. Most particularly, when a trial reflects the 
national tensions of the day, the verdict may suffer from 
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prejudice or unreason, too difficult to dismiss. Every 
American who thinks about his own freedoms cannot help but 
concern himself vdien the question of this kind of an injustice 

is raised. 

"It is impressive, therefore, that throughout his 
imprisonment, Morton Sobell has proclaimed his innocence. 
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Moreover, thirty years is a lifetime sentence that the mother, wife, 
and children of Morton Sobell share with him. 

"It is the quality of mercy that insists that we, who feel the 
conscience of the United States as a particular responsibility, 
address you, Mr. President, to ask that you use your great office 
to urge a new trial for Morton Sobell, or grant him clemency by 
cpmmutation of his sentence*” 

i The appeal was made public by a delegation of representative 
clergymen who had come to Washington to speak with government 
officials about the request for action in Sobell's behalf. It had 
been initiated on the West Coast by Reverend Peter McCormack of 
San Francisco and other California clergymen. 

Reverend McCormack, a Presbyterian minister for more than 
50 years, was Protestant Chaplain at Alcatraa during Morton Sobell': 
imprisonment there, and became convinced of his innocence. He has 
since been seeking to arouse the conscience of the country to 
obtain Morton Sobell’ s release. 

During the past weekend a National Appeal for Freedom was held 
in Sobell 's behalf in Washington. It featured an exhibit on the 
Sobell case at the Hotel Shoreham, a banquet addressed by nationall: 
known speakers, a prayer at the White House on Sunday, and a panel 
discussion on facts and issues concerning the much-discussed 
imprisonment of Sobell* 

The Washington weekend program was sponsored by such nationall 
, known individuals as Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and Dr. John C. Bennett 
of the Union Theological Seminary in New York: Roger Baldwin, 
Chairman of the International League for the Rights of Man; Norman 
Thomas; and Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Last week another Independent appeal"One by 600 educators, 
lawyers, writers and other Americans — was made public. Asking the 
President to free Sobell were such individuals as Clarence Pickett 
of the American Friends Service Committee; Harold Cranefield, 
attorney and general counsel for the International Union, United 
Alito Workers; author James T. Farrell; Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel 
prize scientist, and Alexander Meiklejohn, civil libertarian, 

Morton Sobell .is now at the Atlanta Federal prison enduring 
the nth year of his 30-year sentence. Last week David Greenglass, 
who had pleaded guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit espionage, 
was released from prison after serving 10 years. Many who have 
studied the record have criticized the 30-year sentence Imposed 
against Sobell as being far out of proportion to sentences given 
to such persons as Greenglass; Klaus Fuchs and Allan Nunn May in 
England, and to Francis Powers in the recent U -2 episode. 

A special inquiry into the Sobell case was made by an 
independent group that included Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, and Professor 
Edmond Cahn of the New York University Law School. The group called 
the case against Sobell "vague in content and slender in proof," 
and recommended a commutation of sentence. 

m» 


REVEREND PETER McCORMACK 
REVEREND ALVA TOMPKINS 
io SOBELL CLERGY APPEAL 
The Green Room 
Hotel Shoreham 
Washington, D*C. 
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"President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
The V/hite House 
V/ashington, D.C. - 

"Vftienever human are error. Most 

day, the verdict may suffer ^ P about his own freedoms cannot 

thi, » 

injustice is raised. 

"It is impressive, therefore, Moreover^^thirty' years 

Morton Sobell share with him. 

"It is the quality of as®i®p|rticular*rMponsibility, 

conscience fhKliS .s y’S e-“<- 

commutation of his sentence. 

v»aoniapi'.rilHv VOUrS" 


arizoma 

Reverend Eugene Ev Bell, Phoenix 
Dr. Marcus Breger, ^cson 
Reverend Nancy Galbreath, Bhoenix 

RevIrSd William A. Henderson, Gilbert 

Reverend Edward 

Reverend David L. Jones, Phoenix 
Reverind J. Joseph McIntyre, Tempe 
Reverend • Leonard L. 

Reverend Wm. H. Stevens, Jr., Phoenix 
Reverend J. Washington, Tucson. 
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CALIFORNIA 

Reverend Benjamin N. Adams, San Francisco 
Reverend Gross W. Alexander, Lucerne Valley 
Reverend Elmo Allison, Livermore 
Reverend Samuel L. Banks, Marin City 
Reverend L* Roy Bennett, San Francisco 
Rabbi Ben Zion Bergman, Burbank 
Reverend John R« Bodo, San Anselmo 
Reverend James M. Brown, Eureka 
Reverend Richard E. Brown, Fresno 
Reverend Bruce Buchanan, La Puente 
Reverend C. Corwin Calavan, Oakland 
iverend Robert V, Chapman, Oakland 
Iverend Don M* Chase, Sacramento 
Iverend Dr. Haridas Chaudhuri, San Francisco 
jjeverend John Ruskin Clark, San Diego 
jReverend Jesse W# Coleman, Pasadena 
Reverend Abner H* Cook, Richmond 
Reverend W* P« Cook, Sacramento 
Reverend J. Raymond Cope, Berkeley 
Reverend Charles F* Cordes, Sunnyvale 
Reverend Alfred S. Dale, Jr., San Francisco 
Reverend Phillip J. Daunton, Concord 
Reverend Wilford K. Denton, Long Beach 
Reverend William F. Dittler, Grover City 
Reverend Abraham H. Dohi, San Mateo 
Reverend C. LeRoy Doty, Jr., I^ng Beach 
Reverend Ed* J* Dreis, Santa Cruz 
Reverend Eldon Durham, Lomita 
Reverend P. J. Ellis, Los Angeles 
Reverend Thomas Davis Ewing, Santa truz 
Reverend Herbert W* Ezell, Wilmington 
Reverend Donald H. Fado,- Fresno 
Reverend V/ard J. Fellows, Sunnyvale 
Reverend Wilbur M. Franklin, Long Beach 
Reverend Stephen H. Fritchman, Glendale 
Reverend Erwin A*Gaede, Los Angeles 
Rabbi Irving Ganz, San Diego 
Reverend Richard H* Gatchel, Alto 

Reverend Harmon M. Gehr, Pasadena 
Reverend John Goad, Mt.View 
Rabbi Joseph N* Gumbiner, Berkeley 
Reverend Phillip T.Hagberg, Sacramento 
Reverend D. Murray Hammond^ Mill valley 
Reverend Emerson G. Hangen, Long Beach 
Profeser Georgia Harkness; Berkeley 
Reverend Melvin H* Harter, San Diego 
Dr. C. Douglas Hayward, Berkeley 
Reverend Norman A. Head, Antioch 
Reverend Ernest Heeren, San Francisco 
Dr. John Herring, Claremont 
Reverend John L. Hoff, Sonoma 
Reverend Lester W* Hoffman, San Pedro 
Rabbi Morton Hoffman, San Rafael 
Professor Harland E. Hogue, Berkeley 
leverend Mark Hogue, Los Angeles 
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CALIPORNIAcontld 


Reverend E. L. Holmes, Venice 
Reverend Theodore C* Honold; Pasadena 
Reverend Elmer J. Hostetler, Oakland 
Reverend John W« Hunter, Sacramento 
Rabbi Joseph M* Hurwitz, Palm Springs 
Reverend J« Suart Innerst, • Pasadena 
Reverend Harold E. Johnson, Hawthorne 
Reverend Bruce L, Jones, • Concord 
Reverend George H» Junne, S*J*, Santa Cla a 
Rabbi Wolli Kaelter, Long Beach 
Reverend Cyrus S. Keller, Sacramento 
Reverend George Kendall, 

Reverend Robert Kesler, Pasadena 
Reverend Kelley Key, Los Angeles op>,kelav 
Reverend John Howland Lathrop, D*D#, Berkeley 
Reverend T« Gordon Luke, Berkeley 
Rabbi Herschel Lymon, Culver City 
Reverend Leon Martorano, San Fr^ cisco 
Reverend Archie Ka t son, • Montebello 
Reverend John W. Messer, Long Beach 
Reverend Ralph L. Moelleringi Berkeley 
Reverend Chester W. McCaskey, Sacramento 
Reverend Peter McCormack, Daly City 
Reverend David J. McGown, San Diego 
Reverend Robert T. Mcllvenn a, Hayward 
Reverend Pyron Mct'Iillen, Carmichael 
Reverend John B. Midworth, San Francisco 
Reverend Jesse H, Parker, San Leand^ 

Reverend Peter H. Paulson, I^s 
Reverend John Pearson, Jr. > 

Reverend Elfred V. Perkins, Sacramento 
Lverend Edward W. Perry, Point Reyes Station 
Reverend Kenneth W. Peterson, Oakland 
Reverend Dryden L. Phelps, rHogo 

Reverend Grandison «• ' ® 
Reverend Ernest Pipes, ^ 

Reverend Francis P, Randall, Alameda 
Reverend Fred G. Ranlett, San Francisco 
Reverend L. W. Reneau, Sacramento 
Reverend J. Brian Reid, Los Angeles 
Rabbi Michael A. Robinson, Pomona 
Rabbi Sanford E. Rosen, San iiateo 
Reverend Fred E* Rusk, ^®baluma 
Reverend Robert Bryce Sanford Marysville 

Reverend Paul W, Sawyer, Reseda Francisco 
Reverend Harry B. Scholefield, San Francisco 
Rabbi M* Schitnmel, Studio City 
Reverend Randall fe* Scott, Altade a 
Dr. 'D. Re Sharpe, Pasadena 
Reverend Dale E. Shen^rood, Modesto 
Reverend Albert M. Smith, San . 

Reverend Philip A. Solbjor, San Francisco 


} 
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CALIPORNIA cont’d 

Rabbi Charles W. Steckeli Ph.D,, Pasadena 
Reverend Edward V# Stein, Ph.D», Berkeley 
Reverend Leland P« Stewart, Hollywood 
Reverend Rotnain A. Swedenburg, • Las Gatas 
Rabbi Herbert David Teitelbaum, Redwood City 
Reverend Ernest J* Troutner, Palo Alto 
Reverend W. M* Uphold, Fresno 

Reverend James C« Upshaw, San Rarael 
Reverend Harlan Waite, Los Angeles 
Reverend Roger Wallace, Oakland 
Reverend George H* Weber; Los Altos 
Reverend George M* Weber, Palo Alto 
Reverend Guy A* V/hite, Oakland 
Reverend Lewis A. Whitehead, Sebastopol 
Reverend Kenneth J« V/idney, Santa Rosa 
Reverend Hugh J« V/illiam, ■ Pasadena 
Reverend Gomikel Williams, ’ Los Angeles 
Reverend Woodrow J. Wilson, San Francisco 
Reverend Samuel A. Wright, Jr., San Raiael 
Reverend Sargent V/ri^t, San Jose 
Rabbi John J. Zucker, San Leandro 
Reverend Zachary C. Xintaras, San Mateo 


C ONNECTICUT 

Reverend Earl B* Abel, Noank 
Reverend George A. Ackerly, V/est Haven 
Reverend Varel S* Backlund, Naugatuck 
Reverend Emest W. Barnes; Torrington 
Reverend Richard U* Bauer, Middlebury 
Reverend John A* Baxter, Stamford 
Reverend W. L. Baxter, Stamford 
Reverend Samuel Reese Bin ch, Hamden 
Reverend Charles G. Campbell, Waterbary 
Reverend Edwin H» Carter; Cromwell 
Reverend Loring D# Chase, New C^aan 
Reverend Carl* L* Christensen, Ivoryton 
Reverend Fred C* Clark, Monroe 
Reverend David 0. Cowles; 

Reverend Guilford Dudley, Stamford 
Rabbi Joseph H. Ehrenkranz, 'Stamford 
Rabbi Shalom Leyb Bisenbach, Storrs 
Reverend Walter H* Easton, Deep River 
Reverend Victor Ford, Newington 
Reverend Robert Forsberg, ' New haven 
Reverend Jerry C* Freiert, ■ Canton 
Reverend R. Bricker Gibson, Cornwall Bridge 
Rabbi Robert E. Ooldburg, Hamden 
Reverend David C. Hall, Oxford ^ . 

Reverend Richard B. Hardy, West Hartford 
Reverend Harold L. Harrison, Norwich 
Reverend Justin J. Hartman, Norfolk 
Reverend George G* Hill, .. 

Reverend Wade D* Hiltabidel, Old Mystic 
Reverend Daniel Hummel, ^®w t t _ 

Reverend Evan R* Johnson, Ihorapsonville 





CONNECTICUT contM 


Reverend Robert G* Johnson ^ Nev; London 
Reverend Robert R* Johnson, East Hampton 
Reverend John Kromer, Meriden 
Reverend Charles W* Lanham, West Hartford 
Reverend Iheodore W* Loder, Yalesville 
Reverend John B. Love, Pomfret 
Reverend Ernest B. Lowrie, Mew Haven 
Reverend Allan C. Lyman, Hampton 
Reverend vailiam J. McCutcheon, Derby 
■Reverend Walter H. Millinger, East Haven 
Reverend Charles H« Milton, Hartford 
Reverend Robert C. Moffat, Meridan- 
Reverend Allen Vander Muelen, Jr., Waterbury 
Rabbi Harry Nelson, Bridgeport 
Reverend Elmer L. Patterson, ■ Milford 
Reverend Cathbert B. Pauluhn, Groton 
Reverend R. Rassell Peery, ' Middletown 
Reverend Philip E. Perkins, Trumbull 
Reverend William Henry Perkins, Jr., Kensington 
Reverend A. Karl Phillippii East Haven 
Reverend Richard N. Pierce, Yalesville 
Reverend Edgar A. Reed, Moosup • 

Reverend Robert M. Russell, Jr#, Nevf Haven 
Reverend Allen W# Scott, 'East Lynn 
Reverend Peter Lee Scott, Hamden 
Reverend Inez J. Shuff, Waterbury 
Reverend Donald E. Smith, Hartford 
Reverend Richard L. Snyder, 'Westport 
Reverend John Edward Thomas, D#D., Hartiora 
Reverend Hichard R# Thomas, Jr#, Bridgeport 
Reverend W. F. Tyler, Canterbury 
Reverend Graig G» Whitsitt^ Hartford 
Reverend Richard L. Wilson, Rocky Hill 
Reverend Grover Wilson, Stamford 
Reverend A. P. Winslow, Manchester 


FLORIDA 

Rabbi Morris Feldman ,• Orlando 
Rabbi Samuel S. Lerer, Hollywood 
Rabbi Henry Leon Shwartz, Orlando 
Rabbi David J. Susskind, St. Petersburg 


KEHTUCKY 

Reverend D. J. Witzl, Ft. Thomas 


ILLINOIS 

Reverend Charles R. Andrews, Chicago 
Reverend William T. Baird, Chicago 
Reverend M. Stanley Ballard, Manhattan 
Reverend D# E# Bartlett, Lake Forest 


ILLINOlj^ont’d 
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Reverend Ellery J. Beal; De Kalb 
Reverend Ralph E. Beets, La Salle 
Reverend Alfred E, Behrer, Taylor Ridge 
Reverend Eugene D. Beye, Chicago 
Reverend Edward A* Black, Homer 
Reverend Ray V. Blanchard; Jr*, Chicago 
Reverend Donald S* Bourne, Sycamore 
Reverend Thomas J* Buck ton, Springfield 
Reverend Edward F* Campbell, Jr*, Chicago 
Reverend Fred Cappuccino, Chicago 
Reverend C. Richard Carlson, Wilmette 
Reverend Donald M* Cobb, Erie 
Reverend Ardel W. Christie, Chicago 
Reverend Arthur W. Christofersen, Sandwich 
Reverend J. Edwin Cumbie, Hebron 
Reverend Ben F. Day, Rockford 
Reverend Kenneth L* Dean; Albany 
Reverend Alfred E. Drake, Waukegan 
Reverend Philip M* Dripps, Chicago 
Reverend Ralph A. Edie, Green view 
Reverend Herbert C* Eggleston, Wheaton 
Reverend Maynard W. Elftmann, Metropolis 
Reverend Darrell D. English, Elmhurst 
Reverend Marshall Esty, Chicago 
Reverend Ray V/* Fidler, Chicago 
Reverend H* Da Costa Finley, Monmouth 
Reverend David K* Fison, Chicago 
Reverend John A. Fletcher, Chicago 
Reverend D. E. Flint, Divemon 
Reverend D. James Fi tzh ugh, • Stockton 
Reverend Dewey F* Fogerburg, Chicago 
Reverend Porter French, Decatur 
Reverend John A. Frieboes, Mounds 
Reverend Richard Paul Grabel, Springfield 
Reverend Roy H. Hamburger, Joliet 
Reverend John Harper, Spring Valley 
Reverend Richard Leal Harrison, Fairbury 
Reverend R* A. Hartman, Warsaw 
Reverend Edward A. Hawley, Chicago 
Reverend Carl E. Hearn, Ottawa 
Reverend Donald H. Heinrich, Wayne 
Reverend R* Norman Herbert, Mt* Prospect 
Reverend David A* Heyward, Chicago Heights 
Reverend Horton Hickman, Chicago 
Reverend John M. Hoffman, Streamwood 
Reverend John C. Hollowell, Jr., Geneva 
Reverend Albert V. Ihne, Hampshire 
Reverend John C. Jackson, "r., Chico 
Reverend Donnell D* Jenkins, Rockford 
Reverend Robert E. Jensen, Altona 
Reverend Frederick E. Johnson, Wheaton 
Reverend Harold Johnson, Bellwood 
Reverend V/illiam G* Johnson, Lanark 
Reverend E* Dale Keinschmidt, Joliet 
Reverend William R. Kimbrough, Alton 
Reverend C. Wayne King, Round Lake 
Reverend Joseph P. King, Chicago 
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ILLINOIS cont ld 

Reverend Williafn Kirkland, Chicago 
Reverend Paul S. Krebs,’ Alton 
Reverend Lorrin Kreider, Mount Zion 
Rabbi Dr. Joseph Liberies, Chicago 
Reverend Raymond V7. Lord, Gray slake 
Reverend Reynold 0. Ludy, Oak 
Reverend Wilmer MacNair, ■ Leaf River 
Reverend Neal McClanahan, Monmouth 
Reverend George S. McClary, 

Reverend Ira H. HcClymondi Good Hope 
Reverend John 0, McIntyre-, McHenry 
Reverend Philip U. Martin, Chicago 
Reverend Vartan D. Melconian, Chicago 
Reverend Carl G* Kettling, Barrington 
Reverend Ike Meyer, Danvers 
Reverend liOuis L. Miller^ Normal 
Reverend Robert H. Moody, Chicago 
Reverend F. Harris C. Mooney; Kewanee 
Reverend Dr. Jules L. Moreau, Evanston 
Reverend Clinton Morrison, Chicago 
Reverend A. B. Morrow, • Pontiac 
Reverend Roy H. Murray, Cherry Villap 
Reverend William H. Nauman, Naperville 
Reverend Donald L. Nead; Chicago 
Reverend William Nicoll, Prophetstown 
Reverend Victor Obenhaus, Chicago 
Reverend Benjamin L. Owre, La Moille 
Reverend David Ramage, Jr., Chicago 
Reverend Herbert C. Rasey, Morton, 111 * 

Reverend Douglas Wickell Reed, Palatine 
Reverend Jesse H. Roberts, Chicago . 

Reverend Professor Paul A. Schilpp, Gler^view 
Reverend George 

Reverend G. Kenneth Shafer, Jr., Danville 
Rabbi Henry F. Ski rball, • Chicago 
Reverend Virgil H. Smith, Durand 
Reverend V/illiam T. Starr; Evanston 
Reverend Walter G. Storey; 

Reverend James A. Stuckey, Chicago 
Reverend Leonard G. Styche, Chicago 
Reverend David Thomas, Chicago 
Reverend George F. Tittmann, Lake Forest 
Reverend B. 0. Tolentino, Chicago 

Reverend Father Tliomas H . - Whitcroft, Edwardsville 
Reverend William D. White, De Kalb 
Reverend Paul 0. Whittle, 

Reverend Robert 0. Williams, Monticello 
Reverend Jerome L. Wilson, Evanston 
Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein, Chicago 


INDIANA^. 

Rcjverend George 0. Mehaffey, Kendallvillo 



IOWA 

Reverend Allen R, Stowell, Peterson 



MARYLAND 

Reverend Gerald R# Ackerman, Ashton 
Rabbi Benjamin G, Adelman; Baltimore 
Reverend Benjamin F. Ball, St. Inigoes 
Reverend Richard L. Ball^ Baltimore 
Reverend G* Sturges Ball^ Baltimore 
Reverend V/iley H* Barnes, Baltimore 
Reverend Sustin R. Bennett, Baltimore 
Reverend Eugene W. Beutel, Baltimore 

( Tleverend Cecil Bishop, Rockville 

Reverend Glenn Paul Blake, Baltimore \ 

Reverend Stewart Brins field, Baltimore j 

Reverend Estella Brooks, Baltimore | 

Rabbi Benjamin Dinowit 2 , Baltimore 

Reverend Wm. Wesley Dodge, Baltimore 

Reverend Robert M. Doss, Rockville 

Reverend R. Willis Folson, Baltimore 

Rabbi Edwin H. Friedman, Chevy Chase 

Reverend John P, Gates i Bethesda 

Reverend Herbert Glenn, Cabin John 

Reverend Andrew L, Gunn, Indian Head 

Dr. Louis A. Jefferson, C.I., Baltimore 

Reverend Maxwell Johnson, Baltimore 

Reverend J# F. Kasten, Jr^, Baltimore 

Reverend John W, Langford, Silver Spring 

Reverend William Theodore Lyles, Baltimore 

Reverend Joseph E. Marbury, Welcome 

Reverend Ernest 0. Martin, Bethesda 

Reverend E. Clyde Miller, Baltimore 

Reverend W. P. Mitchell, Baltimore 

Reverend John A. Mote, Baltimore 

Reverend Olin P, Moyd, Baltimore^ 

Reverend Philip E. Norris, Hyattsville 

Reverend Hitton A* Parker^ Baltimore 

Reverend William W. Payne, • Baltimore 

Reverend Thomwell Peoples, Baltimore ^ 

Reverend F, Bredahl Petersen^ Ph.D., D.D*, Baltimore 

Reverend Charles F. Phillips, Baltimore 

Reverend James H. Pyke, Chevy Chase 

Reverend Edward M. Revels, Baltimore 

Pastor R, F, Rideaut, • Silver Spring, Md. 

Reverend Lewis Robson, Baltimore 
Rabbi Michael S. Sanders, Baltimore 
Reverend H« R. Smith, Baltimore 
Reverend Paris S. Tompson, Baltimore 
Fy^verend Alfred C. D. Vaughn, Baltimore 
Rabbi Aaron Walden, Baltimore 
Reverend Richard H. V/allace, Baltimore 
Reverend Charles A. Ward, Baltimore 
Reverend Edwin Leo Webster, * Baltimore 
Reverend Kenneth B# Wentzel, Rockville 
Reverend Robert D# Wierer, Mitchellville 
J Reverend Ward D« Yerby, Baltimore 





MASSACHUSETTS 


Reverend Charles ¥• Barnes, Boston 
Reverend Everett K, Bray, Cambridge 
Reverend Ben B# Conley, Bedford 
Reverend Walter C* Davis, Boston 
Reverend Herbert 0, Edwards, Cambridge 
Reverend Emmet E. Eklund, ' Arlington 
Reverend Harry M. Gardner, • Dedham 
Reverend John V/allace Laws> Boston 
Reverend Donald G. Lothrop, Boston 
Reverend George I* Mason, Cambridge 
Reverend Allan R. McAllaster, Boston 
Reverend Arthur A* Rouner, Jr-, Newton 
Rabbi Jordan H. Shepard, Medford 
Reverend David M. Stowe, Newton Centre 


MICHIGAN 

Rabbi Morris Adler, Detroit 
Reverend Hehr^^ H* Crane, Detroit 
Reverend Taylor G# M* Sheets, Lansing 

MINNESOTA 

Reverend George H« Ball, St. Paul 
Reverend Kenneth Beck, 'St* Paul 
Reverend 0, W. Behrens, 'St. Paul 
Reverend Gerard B. Blue, New Brighton 
Reverend Gilbert W. Bowen, Blue Earth 
Reverend Maid. on G. Casey, Belle Plain 
Reverend Donn M. Coddington, Minneapolis 
Reverend Ihurman L* Goss, St. Paul 
Reverend Alvin C. Currier, Mountain Lake 
Reverend Oviatt Desmond, Minneapolis 
Reverend Ernest R. Drews, St. Paul 
Reverend Lowell L* Erickson, Minneapolis 
Reverend Albert Fenske, St. Paul Park 
Dr. Arthur Foote, St. Paul 
Reverend Kenneth F. Fox, St. Paul 
Reverend Harold C. Freeman, Jr., Baker 
Dr. Bernard C. Graves^ St. Paul 
Rabbi A^riel Grishman, Duluth 
Reverend Joseph H. Grostephen, Minneapolis 
Reverend Elton Hamilton, Minneapolis 
Reverend David C. Hancock^ Cloquet 
Reverend Donald C. Hanson, Claremont 
Reverend Paul L. Holland, Slayton 
Reverend Edw. G. Janky, Vesta 
Reverend George J.- Jennings, Minneapolis 
Dr. William G. Law. St. Paul 
Reverend Frank C. Marti ck, Mankato 
Reverend Daniel T. Martin, Minneapolis 
Reverend C. S. McKinney, Caledonia 
Reverend John D. Meyer, Underwood 
Reverend Harold Mordle, St. Paul 




• # 

MTNNESOTA contld 

Reverend Russell E. Myers, 

Re\'erend A. W. Musall, St. * , 

Reverend Dennis Kyberg, _ 

Reverend John B. Oman, D.D., Minneapolis 
Reverend Edgar H. Perkinsi . 

Beverond Marvin D. Potter> Westbrook 
Pevlm^d Irving E. Putnam,. D.D., Minneapolis 
Lverend David W. P^eus, Minneapolis 
Reverend William A. Rf 
Reverend Clarence 4^* Paul 

Reverend Edward S* Richards, St. 
ll^^erend Carroll 0. Satre mnneapolis 
. Reverend P^lph Slotten, St. Paul 

Reverend Percy L. Smith, South St. Paul 
Rpverend Charles F. Stevens, * Virginia 
R^vlrlnd Harold N. ToUef son Minneapolis 

Reverend Ro^e^^,9*4°^^®''s{. plui 
- Rector Russell Wigfield, ^t. Paul 
Reverend VI. Harold V/iltz, Minneap 
Reverend Don Woodward, Minneapolis 
Reverend L. V/illiam Youngdahl, Minneapolis 


MISSOURI 

Reverend C. Eugene Con®ver, St. Charles 
Reverend Donald A. EeMott, St. wuis 

Reverend L. J. Louis 

Reverend Henry Warren K«h®e. ^ 

Reverend Joseph J. ^®ll“®”‘st ^uis 
Reverend Paul R. Martin, St. Louis 


REV ADA 

Reverend Charles J. Dohn, Reno 


MFvJ JERSEY 

Rabbi Max Gruenewald, MiliDurn 

Reverend Henry j,eld 

Rabbi Alan Mayor Sokobin, Bloom! le 
Rabbi Stanley Yedwab, Lakewood 

MEW YORK 

' sr,";3 

KirSS a. Ar«hlb.w. Br.<.klyn 
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NEWYOMcont^d 


Rabbi Max Arzt, New York- City • 

Reverend Gordon H. Baker, D^D., Brooklyn 
Reverend Kenneth R« Baldwin, Flushing 
Reverend Lee H. Ball, Ardsley 
Reverend Reginald H. Bass, Brooklyn 
Reverend Lloyd A. Berg; New York City 
Rabbi Samuel Bernstein, • Bronx 
Rabbi Mordecai L. Brill, Dobbs Ferry 
Rabbi Herbert Bronstein, Rochester 
Reverend U. S* Brown, New York City 
Rabbi Judah Cahn, New York City 
Reverend John E. Christ, Jr., New York City 
Rabbi Jack J. Cohen, New York City 

Rabbi Jacob Cohen, Spring Valley j 

Reverend David A* Coleman, New Rochelle j 

Reverend A. Nelson Doak, Jackson Heights j 

Reverend Clarence E. Duffy, New York City ^ 

Reverend Nelson C. Dukes, New York City 

Reverend John D^'^kstra, Locust Valley 

Rabbi Maurice’W. Eisendrath^ New York City 

Reverend Vailiam E. Fairfax, New York City 

Reverend George L. Frear> Jr., Syracuse 

Reverend G. Shubert Frye, Syracuse 

Reverend Engels P. Fusillo, Brooklyn 

Reverend Milton A. Calami son, Brooklyn 

Rabbi Nathan Gaynor, Tonawanda 

Reverend Richard G# Gay, Jr., Brooklyn 

Rabbi Moshe V. Goldblum, Middletown 

Rabbi Israel Goldstein, New York City 

Rabbi Abram Vossen Goodman, Lawrence 

Reverend Clement Gordon, New York City 

Rabbi Simon Greenberg, New York City 

Reverend Alfred V/. Grevious, ■ Bronx 

Reverend Benjamin H. Griffin, Mt. Kisco 

Reverend Donald R. Grindy, Syracuse 

Reverend C. E. Grogan, New York City 

Rabbi Louis D. Gross, Brooklyn 

Rabbi Avery J. Groasfield, Wantagh 

Reverend H. Paul Guhse,Litt.D. , Wantagh 

Reverend Douglas R. A. Hare, Brooklyn 

Reverend Dr. Donald Harrington, New York City 


Reverend Romes G* Harris, Queens 
Reverend Carl V. Heri*on, Tuckahoe 
Reverend Charles L* Hess, Syracuse 


Reverend Henry H. Hobbs, Bronx 
Reverend Chester B, Hodgson, Brooklyn 
Rabbi Isidor B. Hoffman, Mew York City 
Rabbi Yitzchok Hoffman, Brooklyn 
Reverend George C. Hoke, Bronx 
Reverend John Haynes Holmes; New Yoi^ City 
Reverend William F. Houston, ' D#D. , Huntington Station 
•Reverend Henderson R. Hughes, New York City 
Reverend Theodore J. Jones, New York City 
Reverend Dean M# Kelley, Bronx 
Rabbi Daniel £• Kerman, Buffalo 
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NEW YORK cont^d 

Rabbi Isaac Klein, Buffalo 

Reverend Thomas Kilgore, tJr. , New Ybrk City 
Reverend Cedric D. Layman, Brooklyn 
Reverend Merle W. Leak, Bellerose 
Reverend Edward W* Levin, Freeport 
Reverend John A* Lewis > Hollis 
Reverend Tom Lieurance, Brooklyn 
Rabbi Ephraim F, Mandelcom, New York City 
Reverend Arthur E* Matott, New York City 
Rabbi Morris Max, Forest Hills 
Reverend 0* C. Maxwell, . Jr. , New York City 

Reverend Frederick Mech, West Hempstead 
Reverend V/illiam H. Melish, Brooklyn 
Reverend Max B. Mobley, Oyster Bay 
Reverend Richard S. Monkman, New York Ci^Y 
Reverend William C. Nichols, Jr., Brooklyn 
Reverend Richard A. -Newman, Syracuse . 

Rabbi Henrv Neumann, Brooklyn ■ 

Reverend Dr. Frederick Neumann, Brooklyn 
Reverend Elbert M. Parkhurst', VJoodhaven 
Reverend Raymond H. Peterson, Staten Island 
Reverend J. A. Polite, Bronx ^ „ 
Reverend Stuart E. Rappi Briarcliff^ Manor 
Dr. G. Barrett Rich 3rd, New York City 
Reverend Frederick Reustle, Richmond Hill 
Rabbi Kenneth Rivkin, New York City 
Reverend Lafayette W** Rogers, New York City 
Rabbi Moses Rosenthal, Suffem 
Reverend Felix A. Scotland, • New York City 
Reverend William S. Shirley, Brooklyn 
Reverend Alester J.- Skinner, New York City 
Rabbi Henry Sosland, New York City 
Reverend Elmer A. Talcott, ' Jr. , Brooklyn 
Reverend Francis S. Tucker, Brooklyn 
Reverend William T. Ward, Jr., Dekhi 
Dr. Eric Werner, New York City 
Reverend Luther L* V/hite, * Bronx 
Reverend McKinley Wiggins, New York City 
Reverend Lewis R» Sexton, Jr», New York City 


Reverend Richard T* Andrews, Jr., Cleveland 
Reverend Robert P. Beck, Cincinnati 
Reverend Louis E. Bell, Cincinnati 
Reverend Victor C* Bendsen, Hartville 
Reverend Don Benedict, Cleveland 
Reverend Russell H. Bishop ^ Cleveland 
Reverend Benjamin J. Black, Jr«, C3.6veland 
Reverend Charles M« Bowman, Columbus 
Reverend H* Richard Bucey, Cleveland 
Reverend G. Lincoln Caddell,, Akron 
Reverend John Lynn Carr, Clavel^d 
Reverend Ralph H. Chapman, No-. Ridgev^lle 
Reverend Clarence A. Coldwell, Cleveland 
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OHIO eont«d 

Reverend Joseph C. Coles,' Jr., Cleveland 
Reverend Edward t. Culver, • Toledo 
Reverend Oliver Davis, Jr*, ^ ^ 

Reverend Daniel C. DeArment, Chesterland 
Reverend Jacob T. Dick,' Akron 
Re\^er9nd George E. Drew, Lakewood ■ _ 

Reverend Wiiliara H. Dudley, Cuyhoga Palls 
Reverend George Eberhard, Cleveland 
Pastor Demi Edwards, Dayton 
Reverend John E. Evans, ' Columbus 
fcverend Carl E, 

Reverend Korman H. ^lickinger, Bedford 
Reverend Donald R. Flory, Olmsted Falls 
Rabbi Samuel Fox, Dayton ' 

Reverend Carlton K. Gamble, Dayton 
Heverend Richard Giesel, Cleveland 
Reverend R* Hanna, Branch Rill 
Reverend Eustace S. Heckert, Toledo 
Reverend Luther F. Hill, ' Cleveland 
Reverend Vernon Kolloway, Brecksville 
Rabbi Philip Horowitz, Cleveland 
Eiverend George W. Hutton, Canton 
Reverend U* Ja»'nes Jeffeiry, Toledo ^ 

Reverend A. Horatius Johnson, Cincinnati 
Lverend Hannah B. Kirtz, Shaker Heights 
Rabbi Hugo H. Klein, Cleveland 
Rtbbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, Clevel^d 
Reverend Richard E. ^late^s,• Berea 
Reverend V/illis J. Merriman, Rocky River 
Reverend Kenyon E. Meyer, Akron 

Reverend Roy D, n Cleveland 

Reverend Edward L. j* * 

Reverend Ao J* Moncol, Cleveland 
Reverend Richard E. 

Reverend L. Paul Mueller, North Canton 
Reverend Henry l>* Wof^e^ 

Reverend Henry J* Payden, 

Reverend Timothy Pickering, Toledo 

Reverend v;. W, p^dAle 

Reverend David A. Redding, Glendale 
Rpverend A. L. Riter, Cleveland 
Reverend Richard R* 

Reverend Norman H. Rody, Gle^elan 
Reverend S. Walter Roshaven Bedford 

Reverend avid A. Ryan, ■■ -j 

Reverend Peter H. Samson, Cleveland 
Rabbi Stephen A. Schafer, Toledo 
paVih-i ^''Aurice H» Schatz, Huntington 
lfvSk““ao?s" E. S=hr;««.go« 

Reverend Louis A. Schreiber, Columbus 
Reverend Norman L. Schreiber, 

Reverend Paul E, Shanabrook, Cleveland 
Reverend John D, Shari ck, Cincinnati 
Reverend Robert P. Sinks, Cincinnati 




I 


OHIO cont»d 

Reverend M. C. Southerland, Cleveland 
Reverend Kenneth L« Stewart, Canton 
Reverend Gilbert E. Swart, Dayton 
Reverend Harry B, Taylor, , -j 

Reverend William E. Towner, East Cleveland 
Reverend Judson Tormley, Vhesterland 
Rlverend William T. Tumball, Cleveland 
Reverend Lloyd B. Volkmar, Willoughby 
Rabbi Joseph A. Weisenbaum, Dayton 
Reverend Lowell Wellman, Cleveland 
Reverend Joseph M* Wilcox, Parma 
“^Reverend E« T. Wikle, 

Reverend J. Robert Wills, Garfield heights 
Reverend Milton E. vrilson, Cleveland 
Reverend V/alter F. W'olfi 
Reverend Ray M. Wolford, j 

-Reverend Donald L. VJright, j 

Reverend C.-Vttlliam Yehnert, Cleveland 


OREGOH 

Reverend ^iark A. Chamberlin, Gresham 
Reverend Donald E* Colbarft, 

Reverend Everett H* Gardner, Portlan 
Lverend Wilton E. Kartzler, Portland 
Reverend Paul 0. Jewell, Portland 
Reverend Oscar V. Luchs, Portland 
Reverend Vernon E. Ross, Jr., Eagle Creek 
Reverend Paul J. Schulze, Portland 
Reverend Carl W. Shaw, Portland 
Reverend Wevitt B. Smith, Aigord 
Reverend Edward Terry, Portland 
Reverend Alfred E. Vosper, • Rainier 
Reverend Eugene H. Walters, For 1 » 

Reverend Paul S. Wright, Portland 

PEMPSYLVAPIA 

Rabbi Shlomo Balter, Philadelphia 
Rabbi Elias Charry, Philadelphia 
Reverend Donald L. Farrow, Philadelphia 
Reverend Arthur Freeman, Yardley 
Reverend Ray L. Hanfick, Fairless Hills 
Rabbi Solomon Kahn Kaplan, Philadelphia 
Rabbi Abraham Krantz, Greensburg 
Reverend John F. KcConaughy, Woodside 

Reverend LeRoy ^I'^^on'^^Phiiadelphia 

Reverend Raimund L. '^mbelston, Philadeipnia 

Reverend Russell R. Morgan, Jr., Huron 










T ENNESSEE 


Rabbi Isadore Goodman, Memphis 
UTAH 

Reverend Harold Scott, Salt Lake City 


VIRGINIA 

Reverend William E.-Basom, Al^andria 
Rabbi Emet A, Frank, Alexandria 
Rabbi J. Milgrora, Richmond 
Reverend Glen Weimer, Arlington 


VERMONT 

Reverend Richard H. Glessner, Wilmington 


WASHINGTON 

Reverend Tom Baird, Bellingham- 
Reverend Harold J* Bass^ Ph«D«, Tacoma 
Reverend Gordon son, Seattle 

Reverend A3,xred Carter^ Ph.D., Ritzvxlle 
Reverend Lem R* Carter, Spokane 
Reverend John W* Caughlan, Seattle 
Reverend Kenneth D. Claypool, Seattle 
Reverend Donald A. Clinton, Bellevue 
Reverend Olin G. Dasher, Seattle 
Reverend Philip L. Eisenhower, Bellevue 
Reverend Rudolph W. Gilbert, Spokane 
Reverend James E« Gossett, Seattle 
Reverend Vincent S« Harth, Brewster 
Reverend John A* Huston, Seattle 
Reverend Richard E* Ice, Seattle 
Reverend Roger K# Johiison, Chelan 
Reverend Otto H. Keller, Kent 
Reverend Peter T# Koshi, Seattle 
Reverend Allen C. Lambert, Tacoma 
Reverend Donald S* Lamka, Seattle 
Reverend John B# Magee, • Tacoma 
Reverend John A* McNees, Spokane 
Reverend Donald $• Miller, • Seattle 
Reverend Herbert E. Miller, Prosser 
Reverend U Merlin Norris, Seattle 
Reverend Paul G. Perkins, Snohomish 
Reverend A* R. Perrino, Spokane 
Reverend Clifford J. Pine, Spokane 
Rpverend George L* Poor, Chi mac urn 
Reverend W. K. Ritchey, Lind 
Reverend Ray C. Roberts, Seattle 
Reverend Myron H. Sharrand, Snoqualmie 
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WASHINGT O N cont Vd 

Reverend Robert B* Shaw, Seattle 
Reverend James E. Shepherd, Tacoma 
Reverend Don Leland Smith, Seattle 
Rabbi Wilfred Solomon, Spokane 
Reverend Bernard L* Turner, Seattle 
Reverend James N* Updike, Lynden 
Reverend Gerald A. Van Doren, Lynnwood 
Reverend Donald R« Yates, Davenport 


mSCONSIM 

Reverend Melvin J« Battle* Milwaukee 
Reverend John V/* Cyrus, ■ Milwaukee 
Reverend Raymond A. Ley, Milwaukee 
Re/erend Kenneth L. Smith, Milwaukee 
Jtabbi Max D. Tioktin, Madison 


WtSHTNGTOi-i. D.C . 

Reverend Theodore G. Bowen 
Rabbi Balfour Briokner 
Rabbi Morris Gordon 
Reverend Robert Pierre Johnson 
Reverend Henry C. Koch 
Reverend Clarence T. Nelson 
Rgverend Duane H* Ramsey 
Reverend James J • Reeb 
Reverend Perry A. Smith 
Reverend James H. Somerville 
Reverend Vifayne R» Woods 

ADDITIONA L SIGM ATORES AFTER AB OW' WAS COMPLETED 

Reverend Lloyd D. Auchard, Crockett, Calif. 

Reverend George E, Clemmons, OaklOTd, Calif. 
iT.lTna -w! e! Clawson. Jr.. San P^ancisco, Calxf. 
Reverend Edith M. Crane, Seame, Wash. 

Lverend Clifford F. Custer, Tracy, Calif. 

Reverend Wm. J. Hunt, Sacramento, Calif. 

Reverend George B. <Jol«son, Oakland, Calif. 

Reverend Marion N. , Lemon Serkeley, Calif ^ 
i^avid >-. • *'.scA-iurdo , Es-rai-.e.-w , 

Reverend R.A. Panzer, Sacramento, Calif. 

Reverend Edward L. Peet, Sacramento, Calif. 

Reverend Walter S. Press Ca^ichael. Calif. 

Kss calif. 






A CONVENING of AMERICANS 
united in the request that 
MORTON SOBELL 

be granted a 

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 
durlag the traditional Christmasvamnesty period. 




Program for pKfciEDOM \\ 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

November 19th, 2 0th and 2ist, I960 

Specially assernbleo National Exhibition 
"Americans Appeal for M<;rton Soboll" 

The visual impact of democracy in action 

Open U) public Friday, No\ ember 18, through Sunday, 

November 20 11 A. M. to P. M. 



RECEPTibH; 


FREEDOM T 
BANQUET:! 






Gathering of visitors and honored guests 
The Hcdel Shoreham, Bird C^age Walk 
Saturday, No\ ember 19, 5; 30 P. M. 

The Hotel Snoreliam. West Ballroom 
Saturday, NtJ^ember 19, 7 P, M. 

.r P ' C. f^ierce, 

Pali^jaae,*- t.ta iiiuur. ; ty Cliureh, Washington, i>. . 

Ht)nured Spi akers; 

Burn;-, (Jhalmers - of the American Friends, Service 
Commille^^ Washington, D. C, 

Harolci A. Cranefield - Attorney, Detroit, Mich. 
Re\ , Ji>!in Paul Jones - Ashfield, Mass. 

M :• -. ,-.,,1 . 

h.iOn 1 .1 t . 1 . J. W, . estfi;; - National -'l' tc. 

tor l,abor Israel, Gtii-.i;: •. iJj. 

C 1 1 a : r M . , 1 : . 

Girhara Win Arkei - Attorney, Washington, D. C. 

"P'acts aiul Issues in the Subeli Gase" 

Prof. Tlumias Bmerson, Vale Law School 
"F'virihi-r Sujjpurt for Nforton .SobelPs Release" 

Grotip Discussion 

Jhe Hi.jffl Sln^reharn, West Ballroom 
Sunday. :,u- (unber 20, 2 P. M . 

A sindd Au j.ra;, er J.jr Merton SobelPs freeilum 

y\t tile Wijile Hi.iuse Sunday, i\o\'ember 20, g P. M. 

Led by Rev. Aiva Tompkins, 

f»i. e( sb;, r ;a,'> tjburch, Chicago, 111. 


A day of \isiting government 
of Murton SobelPs release 








irescntati ves on behalf 
Monday, November 2 1 


Reservations for the banquet may be made at ten dollars per plate 
There is no admission charge for other ev'ents 

Arrangemente by 

Mrs. Morton Sobeli Mr». Rose Sob€U 

Co-Chairmen 

Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 
940 Broadway, New York iO, N. Y. - ALgonquin 4-9983 











"WJienever human beings are involved in matters of judgment 
and justire, there does exist the possibility of human error. 
Most particularly, when a trial reflects the national tensions of 
the day, the verdict may suffer from prejudice or unreason, too 
difficult to dismiss. Every American who thinks about his own 
freedoms cannot help but concern himself when the question of 
this kind of an injustice is raised. 


i 

> ’ 
V 


i: 




"it is impressive, therefore, that throughout his imprisonment, 
Morton Sobell has proclaimed his innocence. Moreover, 30 years 
is a lifeligie sentence that the mother, wife and children of Morton 
Sobcl^share with him. It is the quality of mercy that insists that 
we, feel the conscience of the United States as a particular 

respc||sihility , address you, Mr. President, to ask that you use 
vour ilreat office to .iree a new trial lor Morton Sobell, or grant 
jiim emmsney by commutation of }iis sentence." 

TO'PRESiDUM' EISENHOWER 
BY 1,000 Cl.EKGYMEN OK DIFFERENT F'AiTHS 


\ .Jill i.jijtfisi-a !■> u.r ii'i.tin .i-n 
MiriU 'll ■ V t iK. S I • : U'.tt 

th#* « .. .1 - • ,1 • ; 

o/fenbe, du lat< U !i. tin- li>'' = ' ' ■ 

ruundui.: .spy rharu* 

ROGLK liAi.D'A i:;. Cl. .m il. .ill 

InK-rnat umai /..-.i.riie lur Ir.r Kjti'U.s ui .Man 


"Thf iiKirt- 1 siUUii-d, the nmrt- . n l ■•cl 

I bi'caiHf ut the in.iti’b »;n c c . 1 «> me- 

nu try liab had such rui-ril lo it as tlic cry 
fur juslu *• for Morton Soboji. ' 

R E VKK E.N D } >E ’i EH M c C ( JR.M A C K 
Pruti- slant chaplain at Aic.it ray. while 
Morton Sobell was imprisoned thfre 


'A nu/nht-r ol « rnincnt Atne r u a ;t ju r i s ! s 
and cliTg\ tiii-ii h;ivc raised qiie -terns .i> to 
whether Morton Sobell wa.- ^;uill>' uJ li.c 
criiiie.s tor wiiicii he* was cunvicUcl and as 
to whether, if j:'ailty, he has not alre.ldy 
been sufficiently punished. The- Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, therefore, 
respectfully ur(ies the Presidciu of the 
United Stales to review the case, to de- 
termine whether there are sufficient 
grounds either lo recommend a new trial 
or to exercise executive clemency. " 
RES01.UTI0N of the 1960 Convention 
of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, Detroit, Mich. 


■ 1 his case demonst r.- ' t • i peiuharl) 
lwi>ifd JO si 1 1 I .>P Mr. Sobell 

w<';> i:i!’)*v a- 'hare*' ‘ .• h.u h’.'ir. ■■[ jus- 

■ ; s It that h'.;i. ’ ' •• < ar!- s«-nlence, 

-..V year- in Aiiatr.'i/, si ill r*“tu.-es- to 

\oi'.sHi<T an-.- kind ol r ■ ■ ! . i I .on ? " 

NORMAN THO.MAS 


'Morton .Sobell is ser\iiie his iCth year in 
prison. He has steadfasf 1 prot iaimed his 
innocence throughout h;s imprisonment. 
Many eminent Americans and other wtjrld 
figures, including jur; si s . scientists, 
clergymen have also expressed substantial 
doubt as to his guilt. There does exist the 
possibility of human error :n matters of 
judgment when that juugmirnl has been sub- 
jected to the political ten.sio/i.*. ol the day. 
The California Uetnoc. ratic Council has 
traditionally e \p r e s.s eu lomern tor po.s- 
sible infringements up'-n jn-.liie and civil 
i .berly. The CDC cali.s upon the President 
of the United States to review- again the 
falls 111 the SobeJl case and tak«- nv« essary 
action to secure ultimate justice." 

Resolution passed by California 

Democratic Council meeting at t«' need 

by 3, 000 deieg.ates 


"1 am astounded at how- little there was 
about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell 
what he is even supposed to have done." 
DR. HAROLD C. UREY 
Nobel Prize scientist 






STATEMENT BY DISTINGUISHED THEOLOGIANS AND LAW PROFESSORS 
AFTER INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO THE FACTS IN THE SOBELL CASE 


THE UNDERSlGiNED are American citizens who believe that the sentence of Morton 
Sobell should now be commuted. Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to trans- 
mit to the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the national defense of the 
United States and was sentenced i>n April 3, iS51 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison. 

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg who were convicted of espion- 
age in connection v^nth the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later exe- 
cuted. Sobell. however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic 
espionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by the 
judge who sentenced Sobell. 

This statemojat is not concerned v.ith the Rosenberg conviction. The undersigned are 
and consiyjently have been convinced ant: - C'.omnmni sts . None are associated with any 
organizatd^, committee or group of anv kind concerned either w'th th-- c .ise of the 
Rosenberfl nr that of Sobell. nor are any of the undersigned connectea in any way with 
Morton sA-li or any members of his family. After study of the ■ ase. believe that 
the foUowSg considerations warrant a commutation of the very heaw aenlence .Sobell 

is now serling^.^ . . u o t 

1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the Kos. nbergi >»er. 

conviclid. 

2. Th«- . harges against Sobc-ll, supported mainly by the testimony of one man. Max 
Elitcher, acre that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something 
whi« h loitk«'d like a can of film to .fulius Rosenberg. No specific item of information sup- 
posiwl to h.ive been secured b. torn or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified in the 
record. Die c ase .igamat hini . inere/ore. Is vague in content and slerid< . jrovf. The 
pOBSibiUlN that a trip to Mexico which he and his familv took should be < nn<trued as flignt 
cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations. 

3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide .i M ' 

trial, we ought to recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Ro^enher..'s iti<j 
th«- fact that Subell's case was tried with theirs made it difficult to sep.tr.il.- uses 

and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the ov..iencc intro- 
duced to support them respectively. 

4. Sobell has already served, with good conduct, nearly eight years in prison, six ol 
them in Alcatraz. 

5. As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communism to our i >•. . c'wn. ..nd 
way of life. Anv attack on that freedom from without or within must be re si steo . Never- 
theless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capacity to prac- 
tice a disciplined arui humane administration of justice precisely m those cases where 
emotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merils ol a 
specific case. We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate our 
national faith m that freedom. 
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RKV. (;K(>SS irr ALEXANDER, Lucerne VaJley, Calif. 
DAVID ANDREWS. Boone. N. C. 

KOCKR N, BALDWIN. New York City 
REV. WILLIAM E. HASOM, Alexandria. Va. 
RABBI JKRDME S. BASS. Natick. Mass. 
HELEN M. BEARDSLEY. La Jolla, Calif. 

DR. JOHN C. BENNETT, New York City 
LEO BERMAN. Chicago. Ill, 

KABBl BALKOL'R BHICKNER. Washington, D. C. 
DK, Wil.LIAM C. DAVl,DON. Chicago. III. 

MK.?;. A. POWELL DAVIEN. Washington, D. C. 
PROP. LLOYD H. UONNBLL. Chesterton, Ind. 
PROF. THOMAS I. EMERSON. Vale Law .School 
REV. .70 HN K. EVANS. Columbus, Ohio 
PROF. ROBERT FINN; Palo Alto. Calif. 

RABBI .MORRIS FISHMAN. Margate. N. J. 

WALDO FRANK. Truro, Mass. 

REV. G. SHUBERT FRYE. .Syracuse. N. Y. 

KEY. EKWIN A. GAEDE. Los Angeles, Calif. 

REV. RICHARD H, GATCHEL. Palo Aito, Calif. 
MAXWELI, (lEISMAR, Harrison. N. Y. 
HE.NJAMIN GINZBURG, Arlington. Va. 

IMPHi t’njiFKT K G^tLOHCRG. Momden. r,vnn. 
i;ABHI IKi.li. ; • AiD.m;. 

REV. HAYNES HOLME.'^, Nt-w York t iiy 

KTSSKI.I. JGHNSON. Petersham. Mass. 

RLt .infl.V f'AUL JOSES. Ash field, Mass. 

PROF. IKiKACE M. K ALLEN, N,-w York City 
REV, M.tKTIN I.LTHER KING JU.. Atlunta. (ia. 
REV. in.SHY r. KOril. WaONoyl.vn. J). C. 

DP ^I■W^J;D D KDKN. l!-iK.-dn. Md 
f M\VKR N«-« ’i.-iK City 
i'K' I'F ’h.P M. i iiK.MAi K. Daly < iiy, < »lif 
Dl. . V Kt. M I 1:PH Y. Kall^« • 

dr LEIN ilni D N1 F- HE 11 1; .N. .-.k i -r. 

i'EM]- \ ; nl; l'A-( IIKI.' N-. V ni. < ,t> 

l;K\-. DI:VDE.N i. I’HKI.i-,^. B,>ikoloy. Cahf. 
I’KDE. DALE i’O.VTIVS. Chirago. 111. 

PiiDF, ANATtH. RAPAPORT, Ann Arb.-r, Mic.h. 

D.A\ iI) H SCULL. Annandule. Va. 

PliOE. MALI OEM SHARP. Chicago. III. 
NtiRMAN THOMAS, New York City 
REV, FRANCES S. TUCKER. Brooklyn. \. Y. 

DR. HAROLD C. UREY. La Jolla. Calif. 
(.ERHARD VAN ARK El,. Washington, D. C. 
RABBI JACOB J. WEIN.STEIN. Chicago, III. 
I’KOE. KKANt'lS D. WORMUTH. Salt Lake City, Utah 
REV. SAMUEL A. WKKHIT, San Rafael. Calif. 


as sponsors 

invite your participation in 
a 



NATIONAL APPEAL for FREEDOM 

Washington^ D» C- 

November 19th. 20th and Si‘ > 196G 








Suggested Editorial 





trip 

Dear Editor; 

If you agree that the following la a fair recoiBmendatlon in the 
Morton Sobell case, will you publish this editorial cr • similar 
one in your publication? 

Authorities cited in the editorial are quoted more fully in the 
brochure announcing the national appeal in Washington# 




One of the qualities in v^ich our democracy Justifiably takes 
pride is our concern for the individual. It is not surprising that 
when a cry is raised of a possible injustice to a fellow American, 
the national conscience is affected. 

A number of distinguished individuals and organisations are 
raising questions concerning the trial and 30-year sentence of Morton 
Sobell on a charge of conspiracy to commit espionage. Sobeli, you wil3 
recall, was in the same trial with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, although 
he was not accused of atomic espionage. He has throughout his 
imprisonment, now in his 11th year, maintained his Innocence, and the 
Rev. Peter McCormack, who was the Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz 
while Sobell was held there, believes Sobell. 

V/e are impressed by the fact that those appealing in Sobell *8 
behalf include individuals and groups who in no way could be labeled 
Comnunist. For exaunple, a study of the record was made by a group 
including one of the most distinguished theologians in America, Dr. 
Rsinhold Niebuhr, and leading law professor Edmund Cahn of New Tortc 
University. They found the evidence against Sobell "vague In content 
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Roger Baldwin, has guarded our civil liberties for many 
decades, calls the 30-year sentence far too severe. One thousand 
ministers and rabbis have appealed to President Eisenhower, and 
the 196^ national convention of the Conference of American Rabbis 
adoAed a resolution asking a review of the facts. It is significant 
toolhat an educator with the meticulous standards of Professoj- 
Sidney Took, who assumes Sobell guilty of the charge, recommends his 
release and points out that the sole witness against Sobell merely 
testified to unsuccessful attempts to procure information. 

Whatever the differing points of view about various aspects 
of this affair, there is a widespread unity of opinion that the 
10 years Sobell has endured in prison, including nearly six in 
Alcatras, is more than enough punishment. 

It is difficult to see how Sobell* a further prolonged 
imprisonment at public expense can at this point serve the national 
security. On November 19, 20 and 21 a national appeal is taking 
place in Washington, D.C., to urge a Presidential commutation of 
sentence for Morton Sobell during the traditional Christmas amnesty 
period. We believe this request should be given the utmost 
consideration. 
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I’rnf. Dale Pontiu« 
Howard H. R.nir.t 
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Prof. Mnh-nim Shaii, 
Dr. D. R. .Sharjie 
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Rev. Francis S. Tiiekrr 
Dr. Harold C. Hrev 
Mr*. Clara ,M. Vincmi 
Rabbi Jacob J, Weinsti 
Prof. Francis D. Worm 


C1£RGYMEN AMONG NOTED AMERICANS SPONSORING 
NATIONAL GATHERING IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 

TO URGE FREEDOM FOR MORTON SOBELL ji 

**** I 

SPONSORS INCLUDE DR. REINHOLD NIEBUHR, 

DR. JOHN C. BENNETT, REV. PETER McCORMACK, 

REV. G. SHUBERT FRYE, ROGER BALDWIN, 

NORtJiAN THOMAS, REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Appeal by 1,000 Mlnlatera and Rabbis to be Preaentad 


Clergymen from thron^iout the country are among 
the noted Americana sponsoring a national gathering 
to be held in Washington, D.C., from Nov. 19-21 to 
climax widespread appeals for the President to free 

Morton Sobell from prison. 

Representative speakers from Washington and other 
cities will address a banquet at the Hotel Shoreham 
in Warf>ington on Saturday, Nov. 19, to urge a 
commutation of aentence for Sobell, now in the 11th 
year of a 30-year aentence on the charge of "conaplrac 
to coimalt espionage." Tried together with the Roseo- 
berga in 1951, Sobell has steadfastlF wintainsd 
his innooanes, I 


\ 
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Participante In the Washington events have expressed diverse 
views on the case, but are united in agreement that the sentence was 
far too severe and should now be reduced to the time served. They 
are requesting a Presidential commutation during the traditional 
Christmas amnesty season. An appeal to the President by more than 
1,000 rabbis and ministers from throughout the United States is 

sciftdaled to be presented, j| 

T Among those listed as sponsors with such eminent individifals 
as Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and Dr. John C. Bennett of the Union 
Theological Seminary, Roger Baldwin, chairman of the Internationa] 
League for the Rights of Man, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Norman Ihoinas, are the following; 

Rev. Gross W. Alexander, Lucerne Valley, CaliC} Rev. William E. 
Basom, Alexandria, Va.; Rev. John E. Evans, Columbus, Ohio; 

Rev. G. Shubert Frye, Syracuse, N.Y.; Rev. Erwin A. Gaede, Los 
Angeles, Calif.; Rev, Richai*d H. Oatchel, Palo Alto, Calif.; 

Rev. John Haynes Holmes, Now York City; Rev. John Paul Jones, 
Ashfield, Mass.; Rev. Henry C. Koch, Washington, D.C.; Rev. Peter 
McCormack, Daly City, Calif.; Rev. Dryden C. Phelps, Berkeley, Calif. 
Rev. Francis S, Tucker, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Rev. Samuel A, Wrigiit, 

San Rafael, Calif.; Dr. Markus Barth of Chicago, and Rev. Dr, Howard 
Schomer of Chicago. 

The Sobe},! freedom banquet at the Hotel Shoreham will be 
addressed by Rev. John Paul Jones of Ashfield, Mass* and Rabbi 
Jacob J. Weinstein of Chicago, with an invocation by Rev. Nelson 
C. Pierce of the Palisades Community Church in Washington. Other 
speakers will Include attorneys Harold Cranefield of Detroit, 

O^eral Counsel of the International Union, United Auto Workere; 
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and Gortard Van Artcel of Waahington; Bums Chalmers of ths American 
Friends Service Committee, and Mrs. Morton Sobell. Ihe speakers 
will be appearing as individuals and not as representatives of the 

organisations with which they are affiliated. 

The appeal in behalf of Morton Sobell will also feature a 
national exhibit presenting the visual impact of appeals in his 
ihalf. a panel discussion on the facts and issues in the c^se led 
» Prof. Ohomas I. Hlnerson of the Yale Law School, and a sundown 
prayTr at the White House led by Rev. Alva Tompkins of the Olivet 

Presbyterian Chorch In Chicago* 

An independent Inquiry into the facts in the Sobell case was 
made by a group that included Dr. Niebuhr. Dr. Bennett, Dr. Daniel 
Day Williams of the Union Theological Seminary; Dr. Paul Ramsey 
of Princeton University; Jerome Nathanson of the New York Ethical 
culture Society, and law professors Edmond Cahn and Gerhard 
0. W. Mueller of New York University. . The statement based on their 
findings held that the case against Sobell was "vague in content 
and slender in proof. They pointed out that Sobell was not 
accused of any connection with atomic espionage, and that his 
conviction and sentence were undoubtedly affected by the -notions 

surrounding the Rosenberg trial. 

Morton Sobell is now in the Atlanta federal prison. He was 
held in Alcatras for nearly six years. During his Alcatras 
incarceration, the Rev. Peter McCormack, the Protestant prison 
chaplain at that time, became convinced of Sobell *8 Innocence 
and haa'been fitting for his release. 

#### 


i 
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Mrs. Moflon Sotirl) 
Mrs. Ro'f' Sobcll 
Cf>ai'tteTl 


lIONOHAlULSrONSOKS 
{pAlial listing) 

Rcv.llross W. Alexander 
DavMAridrcws 
Knl.fll. -S. n.iss 
Ilr-leHM. Ucard<^!e> 

I.rn Iscrniau*.. 

Ilabbi Samuel llernhlcin 
Harold A. Crancfield 
Lloyd Dtinnell 
I’rof. Kormit Eby 
Rev. ,lohn E. Evans 
Rabbi Morris Fishman 
Rev. Ktnnetli Ripley Forbes 
Wublo Frank 
Rev. C. Sbuhcrl Frye 
Rev. Erwin A. Gocdc 
Maxwell Geismar 
Kablii Robert E. Goblluiri; 
Prof. Erwin R. Goodeiiouqb 
Rabbi Avery Gro--,bdd 
Dr. A. Eu.xtace Haydon 
Rii.ssell Johnson 
Rev. John Paul .Tones 
Rev. Joseph P. Einp 
Dr. Paul L. Lehmann 
Dr. Milton Lester 
Daniel G. .Marshall 
Dr. Leo Mayer 
Milton Mayer 
Louis I' McCabe 
Itrv. Pet-i- MeCorm.vk 
Di. C'urltuT Miirj'hv 
Rev. Diydcn Lin' ley Pbelps 
Prof. Dale Pontius 
Howard II. Radest 
Prof. An.atol Rapaporl 
Prof. Osrar K. liicr 
Lord Rertraiid Riisscll 
Prof. .Malcolm Sharp 
Dr, D. K. Sliorpo 
Sidner Silverman. M.P. 
Rev. Fr.inr.is .S. 'l iirkcr 
Dr. llarolil C. Urey 
,Mr.s. Ciaro M. Vincent 
Rabbi Jacob J. Wei n Mein 
Prof. Francis D. WonmMh 


FOR RFLE^SF FRIDAY, DECEMBER l6p 39^' J 
Special to Pennsylvania Editors - 

I 

f: 

Pennsylvania Educators and Clergymen 
In Two Appeals for Morton Soboll j 

Public Meeting in Philadelphia ' | 

To Discuss Case on Sunday ^ 


Editors: Note enclosed appeals and listingsj 
of names of Pennsylvania signers i 


Mrs. Morton Sobell announced today that 79 
Pennsylvanians including many educators had signe 
an appeal to President Eisenhower in behalf of he 
husband, and that 44 clergymen from Pennsylvania 
were among the 1500 clergymen from throughout the 
United States asking for her husband's release. 

Mrs. Sobell, who has been fighting to prove 
innocence of Morton Sobell on conspiracy to commd 
espionage charges and obtain his release, said sn 
would be in Philadelphia on Sunday to address a 
gathering of persons interested in learning about 
or helping with her husband’s case. 
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The meeting will take place at 2 P.M. on Sunday, Dec.lS, In tl 
Christian Association auditorium at the University of Pennsylvania# 

A featured event will be the showing of a national exhibiWon on th' 
Sobell case which was presented at a three-day gathering Recently h- 
in Washington, D.C. under sponsorship of eminent Americans. Admissi' 
is free. 

Morton Sobell is in the 11th year of a 30-year sentence impose 
In the Rosenberg trial. He is at the federal prison in Atl^ta, Ga 
io which he was transferred after having spent more than fi|fe years 
in 'ftlcatraz. 

A study of his case by an independent group that included 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of the Union Theological Seminary in New York 
Professor Edmund Cahn of the New York University Law School, has 
called the case against Sobell "vague in content and slender in 
proof," and recommended a commutation of sentence to time served. 

Among the nationally known individualo who have urged Morton 
Sobell's release are Clarence Pickett of the American Friends 
Service Committee; author James T» Fa.’Tetl; Roger Ec.Ldwin, chairman 
of the International League for the Rights of Man; Rav. Martin Luth 
King, Jr.: Norman Thomas; Rev. Peter McCormack, protestant chaplain 
at Alcatraz during Morton Sobell's imprisonment there; Rabbi Mauric 
Eisendrath, and Rabbi Israel Goldstein. 

Reasons advanced for action in Sobell's behalf include pleas ' 
the sentence was out of proportion to evidence presented at the tr.. 
that the trial could not have been fair in the atmosphere that 
prevailed, that Sobell should have been tried separately from the 
Rosenbergs since he was not accused of any connection with the ato, 
bomb project, or that he is in fact innocent as he has maintained 
throughout his ordeal* 

i m# i 
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TEXT OF THE APPEAL FOR MORTON SOBELL SIGNED BY 1500 CLERGYMEN 
AND A LISTING CF THOSE FROM PENNSYLVANIA WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED: 

"President Dvdght Dp E 5 .senhower 
The Waite House 
Washington, D.C. 

*"^e»ever human beings are involved in matters of judgment and 
^stice, there does e:Li 5 t the possibility of human error * Most 
Srticularly, when a trial reflects the national tensions of 
■Je day, the verdict may suffer from prejudice or unreason, Jtoo 
difficult to dismiss p Every American who thinks about his own 
frae^toms cannot heJp but concern himself when the question of 
this kind of an injustice is raised, 

"It is impressive, therefore, that throughout his imprisonment, 
Morton Sobell has proclaimed his innocence- Moreover, thirty 
years ia a lifetime sentence that the mother, wife, and children 
of Morton Sobell share with him- 

"It is the quality of mercy that insists that we, who feel the- 
conscience of che United States as a particular responsibility, 
address you, Mr* President, to ask that you use your gre-at office 
to urge a new trial for Morton Sobell, or grant him clemency by 
commutation of his sentenc 3 «" 


Reverend James T. Alves, West Chester 
Rabbi Shlomo Balter, Philadelphia 
Reverend Russell B. Barbour, Easton 
Reverend Fred Blue, V/yn.newood 
Rabbi Elias Charry, Philadelphia 
Reverend E.. Luther Cunningham, Philadelphia 
Reverend Paul A- Corcoran, GJ.enolden 
Reverend Edward Davis, West Chester 
Reverend Allen T* Dixon j.. Philadelphia 
Reverend Donald L, Farrow, Philadelphia 
Reverend Lawrence C- Foard, Jr*,, Pottstown 
Reverend Arthur Freeman, Yardley 
Reverend John L* Gailov;ay, V/ayne 
Reverend Charles Grale, V/illov/ Grove 
Rabbi Lewis B. Grosstma^ Philadelphia 
Reverend William A> Guenther, Pottstown ^ 

Reverend P, Lo Hailey, DpD-, Philadelphia 
Reverend Ormond L^ Hampton, Jr*, Mt •. Penn, Reading 
■Reverend John F, Hardwick, Langhorne 
Reverend-.Ray rU Hartman, Conshobocken 
R 0 verend Ray ” t Harvdek, Fairless Kills 
Reverend .Oavid G, High, No'wton 
Reverend Robert Horton, Trevose 
Rabbi Solomon Kahn Kaplan, Philadelphia 




Rabbi Abraham Krantz, Groensburg 
Reverend Charges Long,, Gienaide 
Reverend C. Frederick Mathias, V/est Chester 
Reverend John McConaughy.. Wcodside 
Reverend I^orman Mel chert 5 Letter 
Reverend Wiilian ?• Moore^ • Philadelphia 

Reverend Ruasoll Ro Morgan, Jr,, Huron 
Reverend Raymond W-. Nicholson;* Philadelphia 
Reverend LoRoy Patrick, Pitt.sburgh 
Rcv<^^o«<i Edv^ard 0, Poole, Pox't Kennedy 
Rev end L, Da\’’id Schlosser, West Chester 
Revgrond Donald F, Shaw, Lansdale 
Rev Me* end V/arner Sizemore, Malvern 
Rev®’ end Charles E, Str.aaser, Coatesville 
Revereiwl James A» Trimble, Southampton 
Reverend Raimund Tumbelston, Philadelphia 
Dr. Fred D^ Went 7 el ^ Wayne 
Reverend Chester M. Williams, Chester 
Reverend Hadley B. Williams, Ardmore 
Reverend Paul Wo YoH, Spring City. 
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Mrs. Morion Sobrll 
Mrs. Rose Sobc!) 


HONOi.MlY SPONSORS 

(poMo/ listing) 

Rev. (Mips W. Alexander 
David^ndrew.s 
Kalibi'l S. Bass 
Helen M. R a— fis ley 
Lni Reman 

Kiildd Saiiiin l Ri-rri'letn 
Harold A, Crancfield 
Lloyd Doiinell 
Prof. Kerniii Kl>y 
Rev. jolin K. Lvaiis 
Rabbi Morris ridunan 
Rev. Kcnnetb Rii-lry Furbei- 
Waldo Frank 
Kcv. G. Sliiibcrt Fr>(; 

Uev. Knviii A. Gucde 


Maxwell Geisinar 
Rabbi Robert L- Goldlmrp 
Prof. Erwin U. Croodenimpb 
Rabbi Avery Ctossfield 
Dr. A. Eustace llaydon 
Russell Johnson 
Kcv. John Paul Jones 
Rev. Joscidi P. Kinp 
Dr. Paul L. l.ehniann 
Dr. Mi lion Lester 
Daniel G. Marshall 
Dr. Leo Mayer 
Milton Mayer 
I..ouis F. McCabe 
Rev. Peter Me Com* nek 
Dt. (Gardner Murphy 
Rrv. Dryd.u) I.indry Plicips 
Prof. D.t 1»' Pontius 
Ho'vard R. Hadrst 
Prof. Analol Rap a port 
Prof. Otrar K. Rice 
Lord Rcrirnnd Ru?sell 
-Prof. Mai. >/lni Sharp 
Lh. D. K. Sharpe 
Sidney Si!v*tin<an. M.i*. 
Rev. Frao( is ,S. Tiickt-r 
Dr. Harold C. Urey 
Mrs. Glura M. Vincent 
Hnlibi Jacob J. Weinstein 
Pjid. Fin lie is 1). Wfiriiinlh 



December 15, I960 


Dear Friend: 

V/e have an urgent need for funds to carry on the 
efforts which have brought us very close to 
Morton’s freedom. 'j 

Please send us your Holiday contribution of doney 
at this time. Only y<tur help can make it possible 
for us to continue our fight for justice^ and the 
very life of a living human being. 

Our best wishes for a Happy Holiday and a fine 
New Year. 


Faithfully yours, 

'^ATd-t d'o-Pz-'M- 

Rose Sobell Mrs. Morton Sobell 


P, S. Some confusion has arisen because of recent 
stories about Dr. Robert Soblen and his 
brother. Jack Soble. Morton is not related 
to them or in any way connected with their 
case. 
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single living huition being...” 


'...The strange picture of human 'beings in the middle 
of the 20th Century. . .trilling to devote time and 
energy and effort to consider the fate of one single 
living human being. If we should ever lose this 
ability to be concerned. . : thax whatever cl^e we gain, 
we have indeed lost. . / ; c • 



' THE "r^E&% HyHMD 
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In mid- November, in Washington, D.C., 
from across this country, leaders in the fields 
of religion, of science, of education, of law -- 
met to call for the immediate release of 
Morton Sobell. 

'• This national assembly mirrored a decade 
6f the most determined daily struggle of a , - 
family for freedom. It presented a tremendous 
.tribute to truth, for the American people have 
listened to the word "innocent" and do care 
about guarding those precious principles that 
make life most worth living. 

I • • •, ■ 

Today, no expression is more important 
than yours in joining others throughout our 
nation to extend the effort put forth here. This^ 
is the traditional Amnesty period -- it is your^^’ 
support that will bring to Washington our vital 
demand for freedom for Morton, Sobell. ^ , 

An innocent man can be any one single, 

* ' living human being . HisTreedbni'belongs to 
all of us. ■ M ‘ 
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Americans Gather 
at White House To Pray 
for Release of Morton Sobell 

Rev Richard H. Gatchel of Palo Alto, Californi^ 
and ReC. G. Shubert Frye of Syracus^New York, 

leading the White House hu ' 

mnther of Morton Sobell, and Mrs. Helen Sobell, nis 
wife, are two of the 1500 clergymen of different faiths 
who have appealed to the President. 

A three-day convening in Waahin^on was sponsor- 
ed by eminent Americans including D^r. ^*‘'**’5 - 
Nieblihr and Dr. John C. Bennettof the ^"> 0 “ The^og- 
iral Semina»v4- Btoger Baldwin, Chairman of the Inter 
"ationa^leaTe for the Rights of Man; .B.-bbmau«ce 
Eisendrath; Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. , and 
Norman Thomas. 
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, CONTINOING PROTEST Sobell? 
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That is -Pout as bitter as 
jtJi SobeJt ever Rcts. 

For 10 ?„*^*'\ave traveled 
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-S’ s 
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»■ 

TonlBl't •"** Hote/*^— ,®* 
the Shoreham net 




Comn'^d3^^j'j^n,s*ot Ash_ 
Rev. John faui ^Iva 

half. 


"Undoubtedly;-lfc*-'aFtmo sphere (McCarthyism) has cleared 
and one evidence is a re-eacamination of conscience . Last 
year the Portland Oregonian suggested in an editorial that 
some day the public conscience might be sufficiently stirred 
to determine whether Morton Sobell, now serving a 30- year 
sentence for conspiracy, was convicted of a crime or wheth- 
er he was a victim of the emotionalism surrounding the 
Rosenberg case. With the clearing atmosphere, there is a 
growing realization that freedom is not something we peri- 
odically pat ourselves on the back about. It is a creative 
act to be constantly renewed." 

MARQUIS CHILDS, in his nationally syndicated column 
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"1 join in protesting the continued imprisonment of Morton 
Sobell ... 1 have become wholly convinced from a rather 
intensive study of the matter that this is another of those 
cases in which justice miscarried for reasons that are not 
amenable to judiciad correction." 

HAROLD A. CR-ANEFIELD, Labor Attorney, Detroit, Mich. 
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To Free Sobell 

Washington, Nov. 18 (AP)- Mao-ianderj. indurf.l 

People who insist that Morton |> * from Baltimore, were 
eJergymen who 


Sobell is innocent of the spy 
charges on which he 
victed or that he had an unfair 
trial met here today to plan 
‘ is freedom. 


I*®"* . - 

jjed petitions that were sent! 
jumJay to Resident ^ 
the t/nited Sutef^ 

«» «n attempt to 

■ Morton So-| 
aeirteoce. 


"1 am opposed to the continued imprison- 
ment of Morton Sobell on the ground that 
the sentence was far too excessive for the 
offense, dictated by the hysteria then sur- 
rounding spy charges. " 

ROGER BALDWIN. Chairman 
International League for the Rights of Man 


"The more I studied, the more convinced 
I became of the man's innocence. To me 
no cry has had such merit to it as the cry 
for justice for Morton Sobell. " 
REVEREND PETER McCORMACK 
Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz while 
Morton Sobell was imprisoned there 
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..,«a *1 Washington 


setvi 


W>. 








_ 'case demonstrates a peculiarly 
twisted idea of justice. Suppose Mr. Sobell 
were guilty as charged. What kind of jus- 
tice is it that gives him 30 years sentence, 
six years in Alcatraz, and still refuses to 
consider any kind of reduction?" 

NORMAN THOMAS . 
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MORTON 

SOBELL 


"I am astounded at how little there was 
about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell 
what he is even supposed to have done. " 
DR. HAROLD C. UREY 
Nobel Prize scientist 



"Morton Sobell is serving his 10th year in 
prison. He has steadfastly proclaimed his 
innocence throughout his imprisonment. 
Many eminent Americans and other world 
figures, including jurists, scientists, 
clergymen have also expressed substantial 
doubt as to his guilt. There does exist the 
possibility of human error in matters of 
judgment when that judgment has been sub- 
jected to the political tensions of the day. 
The California Democratic Council has 
traditionally expressed concern for pos- 
sible infringements upon justice and civil 
liberty. The CDC calls upon the President 
of the United States to review again the 
facts in the Sobell case and take necessary 
action to secure ultimate justice." 
RESOLUTION passed by California 
Democratic Council meeting attended 
by 3, 000 delegates 


"Convinced of the innocence of Morton 
Sobell, now imprisoned for more than 
eight years and condemned to a thirty year 
sentence on charges which to many legal 
authorities appear flimsy, to say the least, 
we the undersigned of independent political 
views and in the interest of justice and 
humanity only, beg you to exercise your 
Presidential prerogative of clemency and 
return Morton Sobell to his family. " 

LORD BERTRAND RUSSELL, England 


I 

j 

"A number of eminent American jurists 
and clergymen have Raised questions as to 
whether Morton Sobell was guilty of the 
crimes for which he was convicted and as 
to whether, if guilty, he has not already 
been sufficiently punished. The Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, therefore, 
respectfully urges tlJe President of the 
United States to review the case, to de- 
termine whether there are sufficient 
grounds either to recommend a new trial 
or to exercise executive clemency." 
RESOLUTION of the I960 Convention 
of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, Detroit, Mich. 


’•We agree with the jury that Sobell -- 
who protests his innocence -- was guilty 
of espionage beyond s reasonable doubt. 

But we think that ten yeafs is ample sen- 
tence for what Sobeli actually did and that, 
having served the term, he should now be 
released . . • In vie^ r of the fact that no 
. atomic espionage was even alleged against . 

him, and that the soie witness testified 
■'^'merely to unsuccessiful attempts to procure 
.information, we thin c that Sobell sbduld . 
now be released froii prison.", , • ' 

NATHAN GLAZER SIDNEY HOOK 
IRVING KRISTOL, DWIGHT MACDONALD 


,v.-S , 


An Appeal by 
JAMES T. FARRELL 


EMINENT AMERICAN AUTHOR 


I have the great fear and the sick 
feeling that an innocent man is in 
prison. I have the conviction that the 
release of Morton Sobell can only 
do good, and not harm. Everythi^a 
1 have so far learned about him 
ports my conviction and I think it 
seems to me but mere minimum 
justice now, to restore him to life 
and to the kind and decent family 
which loves him. 

In I960, we must apeak, and with 
all urgency. We must cry out, we 
must demand that no possible in- 
stance of "man's inhumanity to man" 
be tolerated.. It is our duty and our 
honor that we spare no effort for the 
protection of the innocent, and that 
in any case of injustice the quickest 
possible action be tAken to rectify 
this most terrible of evils. Unless 
justice and compassion and Walt 
Whitman's love be as normal as our 
daily life we are sunken far below 
all of the general principles whi<|||^ 
proclaim the freedom of man. , 

It is for ua to remember and to 
preserve all of the noble work of 
those who have gone, but who have 
given of their brain, bone and mus- 
cle, their blood, to the creation of 
the dignity of man. It is for us to 
defend and preserve and to extend 
that dignity, and when we ourselves 
are anonymous dust, to leave our 
memory in future for those who will 
redeem the injustices of the centuries ( 

Let us now begin to say and to 
make real with all our power that ' 

justice is a new-born idea. I ask for S 
and I clasp hands with you in calling 

for the freedom of Morton SobeJL •, 





!S 


Dear Friend: 

As Morton Sobell's. mother and 
wife, we ask with all, our hearts that 
you help us. j 

Our family ordeal has lasted more 
than 10 years. But our hopes are 
high because of the mounting appeals 
by thousands upon thousands of 
Americans. 

We have an unshakable faith that 
if the public continues to speak out, 
Morton's freedom will become a 
reality. Your simple act of writing 
a letter to our President will let him 
know that the America,n people want 
to see Morton freed. ' 

Please write today to: 

The President of 
the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

We thank you for acting in the cause 
of justice and humanity. 


Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. iRose Sobell 

Mrs. Morton Sobell 


STATEMENT 


BY DISTINGUISHED THEOLCXIIAN^ AND LAW PROFESSORS AFTER 
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO~THE FACTS IN THE SOBELL CASE 

THE UNDERSIGNED are American citizens who believe that the sentence of Morton 
Sobell should now be commuted. Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to trans- 
mit to the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the national defense of the 
United States and was sentenced on April 5. 1951 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison. 

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg who were convicted of espion- 
age in connection with the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later exe- 
cuted. Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement xn the atomic 
espionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by the 
judge who sentenced Sobell. 

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction. The tmdersigned are 
and consistently have been convinced anti-Communists . None are associated with any 
organization, committee or group of any kind concerned either with the case of the 
Rosenbergs or that of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any way with 
Morton Sobell or any members of his family. After study of the case, we believe that 
the following considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sentence Sobell 
is now serving. 

1 . Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the Rosenbergs were 
convicted. 

2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one man, Maic 
Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something 
which looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg. No specific item of information sup- 
posed to have been secured by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified in the 
record. The case against him, therefore, is vague in content and slender in proof. The 
possibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family took should be construed as flight 
cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations. 

3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide a fair 
trial, we ought to recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs and 
the fact that Sobell's case was tried with theirs made it difficult to separate the two 

and to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence intr^^ 
duced to support them respectively. 

4. Sobell has already served, with good conduct, nearly eight years in prison, six of 
them in Alcatraz. 

5. As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communiam to our freedom and 
way of life. Any attack on that freedom from without or within matt be resisted. Never- 
theless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capacity to prac- 
tice a disciplined and humane administration of justice precisely in those cases where 
emotions ar^ aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merits of a 
Specific case. We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate our 
national faith in that freedom. 


Co-Chairmen 

Committee to Secure Justice 
xor Morton Sobell 


REINHOLD NIEBUHR 
Vic«-Pr«tiil*nt and Prafais«r of 
Ethici and Thanlogy 
Union TYiooloskal Sominary 
Naw Vofk City 


tmtONOCAHN 
Rrofoiior of law 
Naw Yedi Unhronity 

DANIEL DAT WIlllAMS 
Profoisor of Syatamatic Tliaology 
Union Thaological Saminafy 


JOHN C. RENNETT 

Doan and Profottor of fdik* 

Union TKoologkal ton rfnar y 


JEROME NATHANtON 



Committee To Secure Justice For Morton 




940 BROADWAY {Enirance on 22nd Streei) NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
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Mrs. Mipton Sobell 


Mrs. I 


• Sobell 


UONOUAKY SPONSORS 
{pariinl listlnf;) 

Rev, Gro=? Altxari(lf“r 
David Aiidrcw.s 
Rabbi J. S. PRS? 

Hcicfi M. HcjrdsJej 
Leo rtcrinnn 

Kabbi Siiiii'irl Rcnisteit) 
Harold A. Cranefield 
Lloyd DoniM'.ll 
Prof. Krii.nt Lby 
II fv. .lobn j:. Lvnus 
Rabid Mortis I'isliit lati 
Rev. Kcnttetb Ki[il(;y Voting 
Waldo rraiik 
Kev. G. Sluii'Cit Frye 
Rev. Erwin A. Gatdr 
Maxwell Ccij^inar 
Rabbi Robcil K. GobIbnrK 
Prof. Erwin R. <o>o,bj;io;;;:b 
Rabbi Avery Gro -afield 
Dr. A. Eu?ta( c llaydon 
Russell Johnson 
Rev. Jolin Paul Jones 
Rev. Joseidi P. Kin;: 

Dr. L. Leliiiiann 
Dr. Miltot. Le.tler 
Daniel G. .M.irsltall 
Dr. J,eo jMayrr 
Milton M(i\'-r 
Lmii.s 1'. McCabe 
Rev. Petor McGorniack 
Dr. Gnrdii'T Murpity 
Rev. Dryib’!! /.insb;y I'bcJfi.s 
Prof. Dale I'ontiiis 
Ilowartl R. Radest 
Prof, An.itol Ritpaport 
Prof. Ost'or K. Ricr 
Lord Rertniiid Kus.'^rll 
I’rnf. M.'deolm Sliarp ^ 

Dr, D. K. Sliarpc 
Sitlncy Silverman, M.P. 
Rev. Franri.s S. 7 ucker 
Dr. Harold C. Urey 
Mrs. Clara M. Vincent 
Rabbi .tocob J. W'einst''in 
Prof, rfancis D, Worniuth 
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December 29, I960 


Dear Friend, f 

The next New York Committee meeting will be held on 
V/E DNESDAY . JANUARY 4. 1961 
7 

COMMITTEE OFFICE. 940 BROADWAY 

Our very good friends, Jennie and Ben Ratner, 
whose devotion and most active participation in the 
fight to free Morton are known to you, are leaving 
our city and this will be the last meeting they will 
be attending in New York* Please join us on Wednesday 
to help plan and make arrangements for the Testimonial 
we are giving to Jennie and Ben on January the 21st. 

We are sure you will want to be with us and we are 
looking forward to seeing you. 


Sincerely, 

Evelyn Harap 

NEW YORK SOBEIX COMMITTEE 


We urgently need clothing, kitchen utensils, etc. in 
our THRIFT SHOP. Please look through your closets 
and kitchen cabinets and donate whatever you can 
spare. If you cannot deliver youself, please call 
AL 4-9963 and pick-ups will be made immediately. ' 
We also need volunteer help in the store. Please 
call us. : 


W© wish you a happy New Yearl 











MRS. MORTON SOBELL 


iO Charlton Street 


Nait York 14. S. T. 

(o'lP 


January 6 , 1961 


ijear Atlanta Clergyman; ; 

I hope you will read the enclosed information regarding the 
case of my husband, Morton Sobell. As you will see 
statement made by a group of theologians and lasers, 
by Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and Law Professor Edmond Cahn, there 
is great interest in securing a corumutation of the 30’"y®3^ 
sentence of my husband. 

I hope you will want to join with the almost 2000 clergymen 
who have asked for freedom or a new trial. In doing so, you 
will be acting in the interest of justice, for my husband is 
truly an innocent man vho should never have been imprisoned • 

Our family waits for the day when we will be together after 
these 10 long years of imprisonment for our beloved one. 

Please read and act as your conscience directs you to do. 

I hopefully await your positive reply. Please let me hear 
from you. 


Very sincerely yours. 



(Mrs. Morton Sobell) 


/ 






VOICES OF CONCERN 


tnp 


In addition to articles and book reviews in various law journals 
which noted study of the case of Morton Sobell, each indicating 
that Sobell did not receive justice {to which Ferry S* Martin 
refers in the article quoted below), clergymen and many religious 
publications have expressed deep concern in articles and editorials 
about the case of Morton Sobell. Such publications include 
CHRISTIAN CENTURY, CHRISTIANITY AND CRISIS, CATHOLIC WORKER, 
INtERCOLLEGIAI^l (National Student publication of YM-YWCA), UNITARIAN 
REGISTER, SOCIAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN (Methodist Federation for Social 
Action), BULLETIN, DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (National ^ Council 
of Churches), and LUTHERAN COMPANION. Here is an article which 
appeared in the Christmas I960 issue of NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER: 


the SOBELL CASE 


A few days after David Greenglass was released from prison. 
1500 ministers sent a petition to President Eisenhower asking 
for the pardon or retrial’ of Moi'ton Sobell. Greenglass, an ato: 
spy by his own confession, had been in prison for 9l years. 
Morton Sobell v/as sentenced to 30 years in prison, convicted by 
the testimony of a single witness, a known perjuror. Sobell 
was not charged with having transmitted any specific informatio/ 
to the Soviet Union, but his trial was linked with that of the 
Rosenbergs, in the atmosphere of hysterical panic that marked 
the beginning of the McCarthy campaign against "unAmerican 
activities". 

It is not within our knowledge to say whether Sobell was 
innocent or guilty. But when eminent lawyers, educators, and 
theologians join in asserting that Morton Sobell did not 
receive a fair trial, our social conscience bids us to speak 
for the cause of justice. Prominent law journals such as the 
Columbia Law Review, the Yale Law Journal, and the University 
of Chicago Law Review agree that Sobell did not receive due 
process. Concurring in this opinion we find "The Christian 
Century", Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, and Nobel Prize scientist 
Dr. Harold Urey* 

Throughout his imprisonment Sobell has steadfastly 
proclaimed his innocence. Tnirty years is a lifetime sentence 
that his family share with him. During this time his mother and 
wife have worked unceasingly to obtain his freedom. 

.Why should we be concerned about the freedom of this one 
man? Wlien our country becomes indifferent to the freedom of 
one individual, the freedom of all is jeopardized. Every person 
is precious in the Lord^s sight and we are doing his will vihen 
we defend the freedom and seek justice for our brother man. 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
i brethren, ye have done it unto me," { 

j -PERRY S. MARTIN 

i i 

Secdlar publications have also concerned themselves. The NATION, Nov. 
12 , i960, carried an article by New York Law School Professor V/illiam 
Kunstler, calling for freedom for Sobell. The NEW REPUBLIC urged the 
President to grant freedom to Sobell in an editorial on Dec. 5, I960, 
and this was followed by an editorial in THE PROGRESSIVE in the January 
1961 issue-, also urging freedom. 

Sobell Committee 
940 Broadway 
New York City 


Committee Secure Justice F#/ Morton Sobeli 

940 BROADWAY (Entrance on 22nd Street) NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

Algonquin 4-9983 


*■ Mrs. Morton Sobcll 

, ■ Mrs. Rose Sobcll 

^ ■ Chairmen 

f , Dec ember -IS, I960 



HONORARY SPONSORS 
(partial listing) 

Rev. Gross W. Alexander 
David Andrews 
Rabbi J. S. Bnss 
Helen U. Reordsley 
Leo B( rman 

Kahhi Samuel Hrrnstcin 
Harold A. Crancfield 
l.,loyd Llonnrll 
i’rof. Keimit Eby 
Rev. John E. Evans 
Kaldn Morris Fishman 
Rev. Kcnm lh Ripley Forlie.- 
Waldo Frank 
Rev. G. Shiibert Frye; 

Rev. F.rwjTi .A. Gocflc 
Moxwell Gcisiiiar 
l!a!»I>i Robert E. Goldlmrs 
Prof. Erw,n U. Good'-m-nph 
Rabbi Avery Grossficld 
Ur. A. Eiistai’.e I lay don 
Russell .lohn.son 
Rev. John Paul Jones 
Rev. Joseph P. King 
Dr. Paul I~ Lelimaun 
Dr. Milton Lester 
Daniel G. .Marshall 
Dr. Leo Mayer 
Milton M.iyrr 
Louis F. MeCabc 
Rev. Peter McConnack 
Dr. Gardner Mnr)ihy 
Rev. Di^ b-n Linsley I’liclp.^ 
Prof. Dale Potitiiis 
Howard R. R. a dost 
Prof. .An.-ilol flai' U'ort 
Prof. Of car K. Rice 
Lord fieri ranil Rn>--ell 
Prof. M.ilrrdrn Sharp 
Dr. D. K. .Shariu: 

Sidney .''iKcrmait, M.P. 

Rev. Vraiieis S. •I'nrl.cr 

Dr. Hill. .Id G. Utey 
Mis. Clara .M. Vin.!e„t 
Rahin Jarrd) .1. Weinslriit 
Prof, Francis D. Woiimith 


Dear Friend: 

We have an urgent need for funds to carry on - the 
efforts v^icli have brought us very close to ^ 
Horton’s freedom. 

PlecLse send us your Holiday contribution of money 
at this time. Only your help can make it possible 
for us to continue our fight for justice, and the 
very life of a living human being. 

Our best wishes for a Happy Holiday and a fine 
Now Year. 


Faithfully yours 


2"3.-J -fUui 

Rose Sobeli 






Morton Sobeli 


P, S. Some confusion has arisen because of recent 
stories about Dr. Robert Soblen and his 
brother- Jack Soble. Horton is not related 
to theid or in any vjay connected v/ith their 
case. 
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Americans Gather 
at White Ho^se To Pray 
for Release of Morton Sohell 

Rev Richard H, Gatchel of Palo Alto, California 
and Rev. G. Shubert Frye of Syracuse, New York, seen 
leading the White House prayer with Mrs. Rose Sohell, 
mother of Morton Sohell, and Mrs. Helen Sohell, his 
wife, are two of the 1500 clergymen of different faiths 
who have appealed to the President. 

A three-day convening m Washington was sponsor- 
ed by eminent Americans including Dr. Reinhold 
Niebuhr and Dr. John C. ...Bennett of the Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary; Roger Baldwin, Chairman of the Inter- 
national League for the Rights, of Man; Rabbi Maurice 
Eisendrath; Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Norman Thomas, * 

Please read why Americans are acting on this ur- 
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"Undoubtedly, the atmosphere (McCarthyism) has cleared 
and one evidence is a re-examination of conscience. Last 
year the Portland Oregonian suggested in an editorial that 
some day the public conscience might be sufficiently stirred 
to determine whether Morton Sobell, now serving a 30- year 
sentence for conspiracy, was conxdcted of a crime or wheth- 
er he was a victim of the emotionalism surrounding the 
Rosenberg case. With the clearing atmosphere, there is a 
growing realization that freedom is not something we peri- 
odically pat ourselves on the back about. It is a creative 
act to be constantly renewed," 

MARQUIS CHILDS, in his nationally syndicated column 
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"I join in protesting the continued imprisonment of Morton 
Sobell. . . I have become wholly convinced from a rather 
intensive study of the matter that this is another of those 
cases in which justice miscarried for reasons that are not 
amenable to judicial correction. '* 

HAROLD A. CRANEFIELD, Labor Attorney, Detroit, Mich. 
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"1 am opposed to the continued imprison- 
ment of Morton Sobell on the ground that 
the sentence was far too excessive for the 
offense, dictated by the hysteria then sur- 
rounding spy charges. *' 

ROGER BALDWIN. Chairman 
International League for the Rights of Man 


To Free Sobell 


L Un Petition! 

^or Spy-Case Ctemency 


Washington. Nov. 18 (AP) — 
People who insist that Morton 
Sob^ is innocent ot the spy 
charges on rvhich he was con- 


victed or that he had an unfair 


■ifty-h^ Manylanders. faclud- 
» from Baltimore 
* cl«rgymen 

petitions that 


who 


President Eisen- 

Md the United Sutes 


'"uotio" .^t b'‘*'*^sai4 " 


"The more I studied, the more convinced 
I became of the man's innocence. To me 
no cry has had such merit to it as the cry 
for justice for Morton Sobell. " 
REVEREND PETER McCORMACK 
Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz while 
Morton Sobell was imprisoned there 
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"This case demonstrates a peculiarly .. 
twisted idea of justice. Suppose Mr. Sobell 
were* guilty as charged. ,What kind of jus- . ' 
' tice is it that gives him 30 years sentence, 
six years in Alcatraz, and still refuses to 
consider any kind of reduction?" 

MOr'f.flV THOf.lAS 
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Speaks for 

MORTON 

SOBELL 

•'I am astounded at how little tliere was 
about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell 
what he is even supposed to have done. " 

DR. HAROLD C. UREY 
Nobel Prize scientist 




"Morton Sobell is serving his lOth year in 
prison. He has steadfastly proclaimed his 
innocence throughout his imprisonment. 
Many eminent Americans and other world 
figures, including jurists, scientists, 
clergymen have also expressed substantial 
doubt as to his guilt. There does exist the 
possibility of human error in matters of 
judgment when that judgment has been sub- 
jected to the political tensions of the day. 
The California Democratic Council has 
traditionally expressed concern for pos- 
sible infringements upon justice and civil 
liberty. The CDC calls upon the President 
of the United States to review again the 
facts in the Sobell case and take necessary 
action to secure ultimate justice." 
RESOLUTION passed by California 
Democratic Council meeting attended 
by 3, 000 delegates 


"Convinced of the innocence of Morton 
Sobell, now imprisoned for more than 
eight years and condemned to A thirty year 
sentence on charges which to many legal 
authorities appear aimsy, to say the least, 
we the undersigned of independent political 
views and in the interest of justice and 
humanity only, beg you to exer|ci8e your 
Presidential prerogative of clemency and 
return Morton Sobell to his family. " 


"A number of eminent American jurists 
and clergymen have raised questions as to 
whether Morton Sobell was guilty of the 
crimes for which he was convicted and as 
to whether, if guilty, he has not already 
been sufficiently punished. The Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, therefore, 
respectfully urges the President of the 
United States to review the case, to de- 
termine whether there are sufficient 
grounds either to recommend a new trial 
or to exercise executive clemency." 
RESOLUTION of the 19b0 Convention 
of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, Detroit, 'Mich. 


. I ■ 

"We agree with th^ jviry that Sobell -- 
^idio protests his imiocence -- was guilty 
of espionage beyorJd a reasonable doubt. 

But we think that ten years is ample sen- 
tence for what Sobell actually did and that, 
having served the ^erm, he should now be 
released. . .In view of the fact that no 
atomic espionage was even alleged against 
■ him, and that the dole witness testified 
merely to unsuccessful attempts to procure 
information, we think that Sobell should 
now be released from prison, " 

NATHAN GLAZER, SIDNEY HOOK 
- ’<'^'nO''ALD 


I 
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An Appeal by 


JAMES T. FARRELL 


eminent AMERICAN AUTHOR 

) 

I 

I I have the great fear and the sick 
feeling that an innocent man is in 
prison. I have the conviction that the 
release of Morton Sobell can only 
<io good, and not harm. Everything 
X have so far learned about him sup- 
ports my conviction and I think it 
seems to me but mere minimum 
justice now, to restore him to life 
and to the kind and decent family 
which loves him. 


In 1960, we must speak, and with 
all urgency. We must cry out, we 
must demand that no possible in- 
stance of "man's inhumanity to man" 
be tolerated.. It is our duty and our 
honor that we spare no effort for the 
protection of the innocent, and that 
in any case of injustice the quickest 
possible action be taken to rectify 
this most terrible of evils. Unless 
justice and compassion and Walt 
Whitman's love be as normal as our 
daily life we are sunken far below 
all of the general principles which 
proclaim the freedom of man. . . 


. It is for us to remember and to 
preserve all of the noble work of 
tl(ose who have gone, hwt who have 
given of their brain, boae and mus- 
cle, their blood, to the creation of 
the dignity of man. It is for us to 
defend and preserve and to extend 
^ ‘ that dignity, and when we ourselves 
^ " J i anonymous dust, to leave our 

I memory in future for those who will 
' redeem the injustices of the centuries. 


(Let us now begin to say and to 
• . ; mkke real with all our power that 

justice is a new-born idea. 1 ask for 
and I clasp hands with you in calling 


Dear Friend: 



As Morton Sobell's mother and 
wife, we ask with all our hearts that 
you help us. | 

Our family ordeal has lasted more 
than 10 years. But our hopes are 
high because of the mounting appeals 
by thousands upon thousands of 
Americans. 

We have an unshakable faith that 
if the public continues to speak out, 
Morton's freedom will become a 
reality. Your simple act of writing 
a letter to our President will let him 
know that the American people want 
to see Morton freed. 

Please write today to: 

The President of 
the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C, 

We thank you for acting in the cause 
of justice and humanity. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Rose Sobell 

Mrs. Morton Sobell 

Co-Chairmen ^ “ ' 

Committee to Secure Justice 

for Morton Sobell ’ • 1 

940 Broadway, New York 10, N. Y. 


STATEMENT 


BY DISTINGUISHED THEOLOGIANS AND LAW PROFESSORS AFTER 
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO THE FACTS IN THE SOBELL CASE 


THE UNDERSIGNED are American citizens who believe that the sentence of Morton 
Sobell should now be commuted. Sobell was convicted of conspiring with others to trans- 
mit to the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the national defense of the 
United States and was sentenced on AprU 5, 1951 to serve thirty years in Federal Prison. 

Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg who were convicted of espion<- 
age in connection with the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and later exe- 
cuted, Sobell, however, was never implicated in any way with involvement in the atomic 
espionage for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by the 
judge who sentenced Sobell. 

This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg conviction. The undersigned are 
and consistently have been convinced anti-Commuiiists. None are associated with any 
organization, committee or group of any kind concerned either with the case of the 
Rosenbergs or that of Sobell, nor are any of the undersigned connected in any way with 
Morton Sobell or any members of his family. After study of the case, we believe that 
Ae following considerations warrant a commutation of the very heavy sentence Sobell 
is now serving, 

1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the Rosenbergs were 
convicted. 

2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by the testimony of one man. Max 
Elitcher, were that he had solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something 
which looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg. No specific item of information sup- 
posed to nave been secured by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified in the 
record. The case against him, therefore, is vague in content and slender in proof. The 
possibility that a trip to Mexico which he and his family took should be construed as flight 
cannot be ignored, though it is subject to various interpretations. 

3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made sufficient efforts to provide a fair 
we ought to recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs and 

the fact that Sobell s case was tried with theirs made it difficult to separate the two cases 
to recognize the very different character of the two charges and the evidence intro- 
duced to support them respectively. 

4. Sobell has already served, with good conduct, nearly eight years in prison »ix of 

them in Alcatraz. ^ r • * 

5. As Americans we are fully aware of the threat of communism to our freedom and 
way of life. Any attack on that freedom from without or within must be resisted. Never- 
theless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capacity to prac- 
tice a disciplined and humane administration of justice precisely in those cases ^^lere 
emotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain objective about the merits of a 
specific case. We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate our 
national faith in that freedom. 


KEINHOLD NtIBUKR 
V]c«-Pr«sid«nt and Profatim of 
Erttici and Tliaology 
Union Ttiaoloytcal Saminary 
Naw York City 

GERHARD O. W. MUEUER 


EDMOND CAHN 
RrofatMH' of Law 
Naw York Univarally 

DANIEL DAY WILLiImS 
Erofaitor of Syatomatic Thoolofy 
Union Thaologlcal Saminary 


JOHN C. tlNNEn 
Oaan and Erofaaaar of Ethiaa 
and Tliaoloyy 

Union THaolo«ical Saminary 


JEROME NATHANSON 

Adminhlritiva laadar 


